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Qatari interior minister visits Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Qatar's interior minister arrived in Tehran on Sunday 
on athree-day vista which marks a further step in die emirate’s rapidly 
growing ties with Iran. Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa AiThani, who is also 
acting minister of finance. and petroleum, would discuss with Iranian 
officials ways of combating drug trafficking and other security issues and 
economic matters,. Iran's IRNA news agency said. He was met at Tehran 
airport by Iranian Interior Minister Abdottah Noon, IRNA said. The 
sudden btoooi in Qatar- Iran relations and a series of official visits between 
the two states are watched with unease by Doha's partners in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). regional political sources 
say. Iran’s Vice-President Hasaan Habibi went to Qatar last week for talk* 
on political, economic and trade cooperation. Last November Qatar 
signed wide-racing accords with ban including an ambitious project to 
pipe Iranian fresh water across the Gulf to the barren peninsula. Iran 
views with suspicion the dose military cooperation of Gulf Arab states 
with the United States and other Western powers since the end of the Gulf 
war, and insists on a role in any regional security system. 
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Saudis to allow 18,000 Iraq! pilgrims 

BAGHDAD (R) — Saudi Arabia says 18.000 Iraqis can make this year’s 
pil grimag e to Mecca but few can afford the cost of the journey. Sabeeb 
Mohammad Ibrahim, director-general of religious guidance and pilgrim' 
age affairs department, told Reuters m an interview on Sunday that 
contacts with the Saadis on the issue were made through their embassy in 
Amman. “They have no objection u> reedring as many as 18,000 Iraqi 


Sanctions-bit Iraq is unlikely to fill its quota this year. The Haj will cost 
each person 6,500 dinars and l expect 4.QQQ to 5,000 Iraqis to make it this 
year,” Mr. Ibrahim said. This year’s Haj is the second once Iraq came 
under United Nations sanctions imposed after its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait Only 600 Iraqis made the pilgrimage last year. 
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King meets team for 
lEarth summit 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hossein received Sunday, at 
the Royal Court members of the 
Jordanian delegation to tbe Earth 
summit which will open in Rio de 
Janeiro next month. King Hus- 
sein was briefed by the delegation 
members on the working papers 
they wifl present at the summit 
and on their participation in tbe 
summit working groups. Tbe 
King ■ commended the delega- 
tion’s preparations and voiced 
hope that their contribution 
would have positive results, 
whether on Jordan, the region or 
tbe issue of e n vironment in 
general. The audience , was 
attended by Royal Court Chief 
Khaled A1 Karaki and Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat. 

Journalists: Likud 
'castrating* media 

TEL AVIV (R) — The head of 
the Israeli Journalists' Associa- 
tion has accused Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s Likud Party of 
trying to 'castrate' local media 
ahead of national elections in 
June. "The declared tendency of 
ce n t ra l members of tbe Likud 
election headquarters to castrate 
in the near terra the stale electro- 
nic media is serious and harms 
democracy arid freedom of 
speech,” Uri Avnieri said in a 
statement The Israel Broadcast- 
ing Authority's state-appointed 
beard decided by 16 votes to 14 
this week to change the time slot 
of a popular news programme 
from Friday evening to another 
day of the week. Government 
ministers said the programme' 
tried to sabotage tbe LilciKfS 
chances in the elections by high- 
lighting last week what it caned 
corruption in the housing minis- 
try and cold-blooded killing of 
Palestinians by undercover 
forces. 

Armenians control 
strategic town 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (Agencies) 
— Contrary to Azeri claims, 
Armenian forces continued to 
control tbe town of Sbusha, last 
Azeri stronghold in the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
reports said Sunday. The 1,000 or 
so people there were waiting in 
vain for fresh news of an Azeri 
counter-attack to regain Sbusha. 
Azeri and Armenian forces bat- 
tied for control of Shusha on 
Sunday but as the day wore on it 
seemed Armenian troops still 
controlled most of the mountain 
town (see page 4). 


Polisario: Rabat 
breaking ceasefire 

ALGIERS (R) — Polisario guer- 
rillas accused Rabat on Sunday of 
violating a ceasefire in tbe West- 
ern Sahara, saying Moroccan 
warplanes had again flown over 
Saharan positions and troops con- 
tained to st rengt h en their de- 
fences. Tbe Polisario Front in a 
statement called on the United 
Nations to "act to finish the now . 
ahnost-daily Moroccan practice 
of violating the terms of tbe 
ceasefire.” Both sides last year 
agreed a ceasefire to the nearly 
16-year-long war in the territory 
dafaned by Morocco. This came 
into effect last September and 
was supposed to lead to a referen- 
dum in January to give Saharans 
the choice between independence 

and integration with Morocco. 
Tbe poll is r unning mouths late 
and each side has accused tbe 
other of trying to sabotage the 
peace plan. 

S. Africa seeks Gulf 
arms sales 
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W BAHRAIN (R) — A leading 
South African arms manufacturer 
is for the first time displaying its 
wares in the Middle East in a 
further sign of South Africa's 
growing ties with the region. Lit- 
tleton Engineering Works (LTW), 
a former subsidiary of South Afri- 
can arms pant Armscor, is 
among 180 firms from 18 coun- 
tries taking part in the four-day 
Middle East Defence and Secur- 
ity Exhibition winch opens in 
Bahrain on Monday. Show orga- 
nisers said on Sunday high- 
-ranking delegation from Egypt 
™and the six-member Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) were ex- 
pected to shop for weapons and 
security systems oh offer. 


PCC votes for continued 
Palestinian participation 
in Mideast peace process 


King, committee review plans 
for restoration of holy shrines 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE PALESTINIAN LEAD- 

day to continued Palestinian in- 
volvement in the Middle East 
peace process, including this 
week’s multilateral talks after 
Palestinian negotiators risked 
prosecution by Israel to tell the 
Palestine Central Council (PCX) 
Washington was serious about a 
peace settlement. 

Delegates said the council, a 
smaller version of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), gave its 
backing to further Palestinian 
participation in peace talks with 
Israel despite a call from hardlin- 
ers to halt the process. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) sources said the 
organisation nominated the head 
of its economic and planning de- 
partment as a delegate to one of 
five multilateral sessions starting 
in foreign capitals this week. 

Faisal Husseim, overall head of 
the peace tlaks delegation, 
Hanan Ashrawi, its official 
spokeswoman, and delegation 
members Gbassan A1 Khatib and 
Zairira Kamel pleaded for con- 
tinued Palestinian participation in 
the U.S.- brokered process. 

"Hnssemi has described the 
Israeli delegation at the talks as 
intransigent, but sad that the 
United States are serious in their 
efforts to reach a solution,” one 
delegate told Reuters. 

- “He said that Washington is 


willing to consider the Palestinian 
offer for legislative elections in 
tbe occupied territories rather 
than tire Israeli offer limited to 
municipal elections,” the dele- 
gate said. 

“Like a teacher, Hanan Ashra- 
wi explained how negotiations 
should be conducted,” another 
delegate said. 

Israeli law bans contact with 
the PLO but Mr. Husseim and 
Or. Ashrawi were not prosecuted 
after addressing a dosed session 
of the PNC in Algiers last Octo- 
ber. Officiate said then the two 
could be prosecuted if there was 
enough evidence against them. 

Israeli Radio reported Satur- 
day that Rehavam Zcevi, a right- 
wing minister without portfolio, 
demanded that the four Palesti- 
nians be arrested on their return 
for ignoring the law. 

Delegates said the negotiating 
team report helped PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat overcome in- 
creasing pressure from the hard- 
liners for a Palestinian withdraw- 
al from the talks. 

PLO moderates say the talks so 
far have won the important prin- 
ciple that Palestinians are one 
people, whether they live under 
Israeli rule or in exile. 

PLO sources said Ahmad 
Korei, bead of the PLO Depart- 
ment of Economic Affairs and 
Planning, would attend multi- 
lateral talks in Bieuasels on Mid- 
dle East economic development. 


Jordan to insist 
on‘right of return’ 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to tbe Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Jordan will reject 
American efforts to block dis- 
cussion of the Palestinians' 
"right to return” at the meet- 
ings of the working group on 
Middle East refugees in Otta- 
wa this week and will insist that . 
the Kingdom’s refugee popula- 
tion be granted tbe right to 
return to their homeland, the _ 
head of the Jordanian delega- ' 
tion to the talks said Sunday. 

Dr. Jawad AJ Anani mid Jordan 
will insist on tbe implementation of 
United Nations Resolution 194 
which entitles Palestinians dis- 
placed by the cre ati o n of the state 
of Israel to return to their boroe- 
iand or receive compensation. Tbe 
Kingdom wfli also press for the 
same resolution to be applied for 
Palestinian refugees from the 1967 
war, he said. 

The Kingdom will seek com- . 
pearation for itself and for those 
PakgtiniaiM who lost property and 
homes during the creation of Israd 
in 1948, according to officials. 
Although some rtf those officials 
do not expect tbe refugees of 1948 
to be allowed u> return as part of a 
peace settlement they nevertheless 
think thatthe Palestinians may win 
compensation to stay in host coun- 
tries. 

Israel has argued since 1948 that 
allowing refugees to return would 
be a security threat to the predomi- 
nantly Jewish state. 


Israelis argue the Palestinians 
could merge into tbe Israeli Arab 
comm u nity- Bat the U.N., in line 
with Resolution 194, has always 
maintained that the Palestinian re- 
fugees had a right to return to their 
homes and lands and international 
law has given the U.N. legal 
ground to take this stand. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
B a k e r reportedly promised a de- 
legation of American Jews last 
week that the United States will 
block discussions of the Palesti- 
nians’ “right to ret ur n” at the 
Ottawa meeting became Washing- 
ton considered the multilateral 
phase of Arab-IaraeE peace talks 
an i nap pro pria te forum for dbcus- 
aoo on this issue. 

Mr. Baker said that the working 
groups were technical groups and 
that the issue of “right to return" 
was a political question to be set- 
tled in trilateral negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Palestinians, 
according to a member of the 
Jewish delegation. 

"How can you separate in real 
terms tbe political from the tech- 
nical?” asked Dr. Anani in re- 
sponse to Mr. Baker's reported 
assurance to Israel. "The issue of 
refugees in all aspects will be dis- 
cussed in tbe multilaterals and in 
the bilaterals.” 

"The Israelis should not be de- 
fended in absentia,” Dr. Anani 
said, referring to Israel's decision 
to boycott the meeting. "If they 
(Israelis) do not accept the rules 
then why should Mr. Baker dictate 

(Continued oh page 5) 


Committee to 
review PLO 
reform calls 


THE PCC decided Sunday to 
form a committee to look into 
demands for democratic reforms 
within Yassar Arafat’s lead- 
ership, according to a statement 
issued at the rad of a private 
four-day meetings. Mr. Arafat, 
62, has been under pressure from 
various groups in the PLO and 
from within Ins own Fateh faction 
to relinquish some of the absolute 
control be maintains over the 
PLO’s decision-making, policy 
and funds. 

The committee, according to 
the announcement, will be 
beaded by Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Sayeh, the chairman of the 450 
seat Palestine National Council 
(PNC). 

Members of tbe new committee 
will indude all 15 members of the 
Executive Committee, including 
Mr. Arafat, the chairmen of va- 
rious parliamentary committees 
and representatives of the four 
leading PLO factions. 

Tbe aim of tbe committee is to 
tap tbe various factions for their 
views and submit proposal for 
reform to the next meeting of the 
PCC. Final decisions on reforms 
would have to be taken by the fuD 
parliament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday met with 
members of tbe Committee for 
the Restoration of the AJ Aqsa 
and Dome of the Rock mosques 
in occupied Jerusalem and re- 
viewed with them the commit- 
tee’s plans. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted tbe committee mem- 
bers as expressing appreciation 
and gratitude for the King’s re- 
cent instruction to tbe govern- 
ment to provide JD 10 million to 
finance the restoration of the holy 
shrines and underlining the com- 
mitment of the Hashemite fami- 
ly to maintaining the holy shrines. 

(Continued on page 5) 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Sunday meets members bC the Committee 
for the Restoration of the Al Aqsa and Dome of the Rock mosques (FOe 
photo) - " 


Israel rejects U.S. plea, confirms 
boycott of Ottawa, Brussels talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
Sunday reaffirmed its boycott of 
two sessions of Middle East peace 
talks starting Monday, protesting 
tbe makeup of the Palestinian 
delegation despite a last-minute 
American plea. 

It would be the first time Israel 
has stayed away from the U.S.- 
brokered negotiations since they 
began in Madrid in October. It 
briefly delayed attending one ses- 
sion in Detxmber because of a 
dispute over the date. 

Ebud Gol, -Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir's spokesman, said 
Israel would not send delegates to 
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The Palestinians* ‘right of return’ to their hom e l an d is embodied fas 
0-N. Resolution 194 of 1948 and hopes of exerting their right remain 
my much sHve for Palestinian l efug ces 

Refugees refuse 
to be forgotten 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israel is boycotting 
tbe nniltilBteraJ talks in Ottawa in 
order to avoid discussing their 
issue. Jordan is attending that 
meeting to ensure that internation- 
al law be applied to their problem. 


They are three roilOon, only 2-5 
miiiioa of which are officially reg- 
istered and the rest one sixth are 
simply known as “dis pl ac ed per- 
sons.” 

Palestinian refugees, whose 
problem began in 1947-48, when 
Israel was created on parts of 

(Continued ou page 5) 


Hekmatyar renews threats as rifts plague Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — Hardline 
Afghan guerrilla chief Gulboddin 
Hekmatyar threatened on Sun- 
day to set a new deadline for 
sweeping imHtia forces out of 
Kabul and claimed the backing of 
many guerrilla commanders. 

If tiie governing coalition failed 
to respond positively to his de- 
mands. be told reporters m tbe 
eastern city of Jalalabad, be had 
many ways to force flic militia to f 
leave Kabul. 

"We are only against the tmfi- 
tia. Coalition with such criminals 
is a sin and the Afghan nation win 
not tolerate their existence as a 

S htical structure," a spokesman 
r his Hezb-e-Islami party 
quoted him as saying. 

Tbe leader of the rival nntitia 
warned Saturday he amid un- 
leash Iris forces on the new Isla- 


mic leadership if it tried to re- 
move him from tbe capital. 

More and more, fighters from 
all former rebel factions say it is 
time for General Rashid Dos- 
tum'S forces to give np control of 
key installations in Kabul and 
return to northern Afghanistan, 

Hie dispute could .lead to 
another showdown b e t w e e n rebel 
factions that toppled the 
communist-styk government of 
President Najibullah last month. 

Mr. Hekmafyar’s forces fired a 
steady barrage of rockets on the 
dty last week. The attacks killed 
more than 70 people, most of 
them civilians, and wounded 
nearly 400, before a truce was 
called. 

Mr. Hekmatyar's demand has 
been flatly rejected by Defence 
Minster Ahmad Shah Masood, 


whose ceasefire with longtime 
enemy Hekmatyar expires late 
Monday. 

Afghan rs "io said the new rul- 
ing council gathered to discuss 
security S .turday at a meeting 
that also ’/as attended by a Hek- 
matyar enovy. The council 
spokesman gave an assurance 
“that complete security is en- 
sured across the country, espe- 
cially in the dty of Kabul,” the 
radio said. 

Iranian radio said Mr. Mojad- 
efidi held talks Saturday with rep- 
resentatives of the Mujahedeen’s 
Iran-based coalition, Hezb-e- 
Wahdat-e Islami, to discuss ways 
which the coalition could partici- 
pate in the future Islamic govern- 
ment of Afghanistan. 

Tbe radio also said Mr. Mojad- 
didi met Mr. Masood Friday 


night to discuss die same subject. 
Mr. Masood told a correspondent 
of the Iranian news agency IRNA 
that posts in the new administra- 
tion had not been fairly allocated. 
Such dispates among the rebel 
factions have threatened the new 
government 

A leading member of tbe coali- 
tion government ip Kabul, 
Burhannndin Rabbani, said he 
believed the problems with Mr. 
Hekmatyar were dose to a solu- 
tion . 

“Negotiations are going on and 
they are dose to a positive con- 
clusion in the next few days,” be 
said as be emerged from a meet- 
ing at tbe presidential palace. 

Hezb sources said Mr. Rabbani 
was likely to meet Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar for a second round of talks 
outside Kabul on Monday. 


Ottawa to discuss Palestinian re- 
fugees, or to Brussels for talks on 
economic development, 

Israel objects to the inclusion 
of Palestinians living outside the 
occupited territories. It argues 
that attendance by diaspora 
Palestinians would open the door 
to the Palestine Liberation 
Organsiaxion (PLO), and support 
the claim of refugees on the 
homes they lost when Israel was 
created in 1948. 

However, Israel will attend the 
three other sessions of multilater- 
al talks with Arab states that 
begin this week, including Mon- 


day’s arms control talks in 
Washington, Mr. Gol said. 

Tbe multilateral talks, which 
opened in Moscow in January, 
also include discussions in Vienna 
about water-sharing, and in 
Tokyo about tbe environment. 

The Arabic daily Al Fajr re- 
ported Sunday that three di- 
aspora Palestinians would attend 
the Ottawa and Brussels talks. 

Mr. Gol said Israel opted for a 
boycott because “it was made 
clear to us that Palestinians from 
abroad were invited.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Algeria launches inquiry 
into corruption charges 


ALGIERS (R) — Fraud investi- 
gators opened an intensive in- 
quiry this weekend into charges 
that Algerians once viewed as 
"untouchables,” beyond the law, 
took trillions of dollars in bribes 
and kickbacks in deals involving 
foreign companies. 

“The fat cats most really be 
starting to tremble,” said one 
diplomat as the Algiers court 
prosecutor announced its probe 
into allegations of pervasive mis- 
appropriation of state funds in a 
country hobbled by a foreign debt 
of S26 billion. 

About 2,400 import-licence re- 
quests, involving scarce foreign 
currency and going bade to 1986, 
are being checked in one strand 
of a multi -layered battle against 
corruption, backed by head of 
state Mohammad Boudiaf. 

"I reaffirm my resolution to 
lead war against corruption... tbe 
people are right to demand 
accounting on management of 
state funds and assets. They have 
tbe right to know. We have prom- 
ised to open the files. We will 
keep our promises," be said last 
month. 


Last year four men, two in 
their absence, were sentenced to 
death over 240 million dinars, 
then worth $15 million, missing 
from the central bank. 

“The investigators’ work will 
be essentially to check if equip- 
ment really came into national 
territory and if it is now in opera- 
tion... (and) to verify if the value 
of imported merchandise corres- 
ponds to foreign currency all oca- 
dons by tbe state.” the prosecu- 
tor told tbe official news agency 
APS. 

Early in May, in a separate 
case. General Mostefa Beloudf, 
a former Defence Ministry 
secretary-general, was ordered 
held behind bars waiting an in- 
quiry into alleged misuse of over 
37 million French francs ($6.6 
million at current exchange 
rates). 

Termed by newspapers as 
“dauphin,” or crown prince, erf 
former President ChadH Ben- 
jedid, Gen. Beloudf was the first 
officer promoted to major- 
general but be was dismissed 

(Continued on page 4) 


Tajik forces shoot eight; 
opposition halts talks 


DUSHANBE, Tajikistan (r) — 
Security forces in tbe former 
Soviet republic of Tajikistan fired 
on an opposition crowd in tbe 
capital Dushanbe on Sunday and 
Tajik television said eight people 
had been killed. 

The fresh bloodshed m the 
Central Asian state, rocked by six 
weeks of political confrontation/ 
put an end to talks aimed at 
forming a coalition government 
of national unity. 

Tajik television said there were 
eight dead and 12 :seriously 
wounded after the shooting. 

“Tbe blood that has been spil- 
led has closed tbe door to nego- 
tiations,” Davlat Uzmon, a lead- 
er of tbe Islamic Revival Party, 
told a hastily-convened news con- 
ference. 

Tbe security forces opened fire 
near the former KGB intelligence 
service headquarters, where Pres- 
ident Rakhmon Nabiyev and 
other senior officials have been 
sheltering since the collapse of 
the Central Asian country’s gov- 
ernment last Thursday. 

Eyewitnesses said security 
forces guarding the KGB building 


opened fire after a crowd 
approached. 

"Tbe first person who fell got a 
bullet in tbe head and died im- 
mediately,” said Toil Madarizov, 
a paramilitary policeman with 
blood showing through his fingers 
as he dutched a wounded thigh. 

Democratic Party leader Shod- 
man Yusupov said 74 people bad 
bemi killed so for in tire conflict 
between government forces and a 
coalition of Muslim and democra- 
tic parties. 

That figure inducted six of Sun- 
day's casualties. 

The opposition reacted to Sun- 
day’s shootings by storming oot 
of the negotiations with govern- 
ment officials. 

Mi. Uzmon told the news con- 
ference tbe country was effective- 
ly in a state of anarchy. 

"The republic is without any 
authorities... some problems are 
being dedded. Others we cannot 
decide,” he said. 

Mr. Yusupov accused former 
Soviet forces of intervening in the 
conflict by blocking off the KGB 
bnflding with tanks after the 
shooting. 


U.N. envoy 
arrives 
in Libya 


TRIPOLI (Agendes) — Spedal 
U.N. envoy Vladimir Petrovsky 
arrived Sunday to try and con- 
vince Libya to hand over two 
suspects in the bombing of Pan 
Am Flight 103 and end its crisis 
with the West. 

Unlike his visit last month 
when hundreds of protesters 
blocked his way and chanted anti- 
Western slogans, Mr. Petrovsky's 
arrival was quiet and he went 
directly to his room without 
speaking to reporters. 

The United Nations' envoy is 
scheduled to meet with senior 
Libyan officials, but it was not 
immediately known whether he 
will meet with Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. Tbe duration 
of his stay was also not available. 

On April 15, the United Na- 
tions implemented air travel, 
arms sales and diplomatic reduc- 
tion sanctions against Libya for 
refusing to hand over two alleged 
Libyan intelligence agents. The 
two men are wanted for trial in 
Britain and tbe United States for 
allegedly bombing the Pan Am 
plane over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
in 1988. 

On Saturday, Libyans began a 
complicated parliamentary pro- 
cess that can give Colonel Qadha- 
fi a face-saving way out of the 
standoff with the West. 

The Libyan leader has said he 
does not have the authority to 
surrender the two suspects. The 
people’s committees will discuss 
the issue and can order Col. 
Qadhafi to deliver the two men to 
tbe United States or Britain. 

As stipulated in Col. Qadhafi’s 
green book, Libya’s unique sys- 
tem of peoples’ politics expands 
from the grass roots to a higher 
general people’s congress for fin- 
al decision. 

At a movie house in the Tripoli 
district of Bab Ben Bashir, about 
300 people, mostly middle-aged 
men in traditional vest, baggy 
pants and black wool caps, lis- 
tened as members of the steering 
committee read out the agenda. 
Women held meetings in separate 
halls. 

The mood was calm. A few 
participants made observations 
over a microphone. 

Banners lined the walls reading 
"Tbe defence of tbe nation is the 1 
responsibility of every citizen,” 
“No to surrender” and "God . 
save us from America and Amer- ( 
ican tyrants.” • 

Col. Qadhafi urged his people 
in a nationally televised speech 
last Tuesday to calmly decide the 
suspects’ fete. 

"There are two suspects. Let 
them be tried,” Col. Qadhafi 
said. “All tbe world is watching 
us. The Libyan people must calm- 
ly discuss. You must decide.” 

Some foreign diplomats and 
Libyans believe Col. Qadhafi 
plans for tbe people’s committees 
to order compliance with the 
West's demand in order to spare 
him the painful decision. 

On Sunday’s agenda were eco- 
nomic issues such as privatisation . 
of small industries, trade and 
inflation caused by a rising black 
market in the dollar exchange 
rate. 

Col. Qadhafi opened up the 
economy in the last three years, • 
allowing foreign trade and small * 
private manufacturers. 
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Killings of Palestinians by 
Israeli squads raise furor 



An Israeli sok&r ban time Pakstiroans from catering occupied Jerasakm 


By Karin Laub 

The Associated Press 

JENIN. Occupied West Bank — 
An Israeli couple's eyewitness 
account of the shooting of Palesti- 
nians by undercover soldiers is 
forcing Israelis to take a new, 
painful look at the conduct of 
their army. 

The army acknowledges using 
special undercover units dis- 
guised as Arabs to hunt Palesti- 
nians militants, but denies 
accusations by Palestinians that 
they operate as “death squads" 
which shoot without warning. 

On April 20. an Israeli couple. 
David and Aviva Elimelech. said 
they saw soldiers shoot and 
wound two masked Palestinians 
without warning as the Arabs 
daubed slogans on a wall in the 
West Bank village of Dura. The 
army claimed a warning was given. 

Their account received atten- 
tion because it did not come from 
human rights groups or Palesti- 
nians, whom Israelis generally 
regard as hostile, but from two 
setf-described hardliners with no 
perceivable ax to grind. 

A parliamentary committee 
has questioned the military chief 
of staff, and the media have been 
investigating the disputed shoot- 
ings. The left-wing newspaper Al 
hamishmar spoke of a growing 
public feeling that “soldiers re- 
cently have received instructions 


to shoot first and ask questions 
later." 

The army says it has loosened 
orders on using firearms because 
Palestinians are increasingly like- 
ly to be armed, but insists that 
soldiers still may fire only at the 
legs unless their lives are 
threatened. 

In Jenin, a northern West Bank 
city where violent dashes are 
frequent, the army district com- 
mander said troops carefully fol- 
low firing orders. 

However, Colonel Amal Assad 
told a reporter. “Someone who 
holds a weapon in his hand and 
plans to attack soldiers has to 
know that he will die." 

Major General Danny Yatom, 
the West Bank commander, cal- 
led allegations of death squads 
“nonsense,” but be said if some- 
one is holding a rifle or pistol, 
“he poses a danger to life and wifi 
be shot without warning." 

Bitselem, an Israeli human 
rights group, says 21 of the 42 
Palestinians killed by soldiers this 
year were slain by the special 
squads. Many were shot in the 
head or chest. 

In a village near Jenin on April 
29, the army said soldiers killed a 
Palestinian after he pulled a gun 
that turned out to be a fake. 
Palestinians said the victim was 
unarmed and a young nephew 
with him had a toy pistol. 

In another case, soldiers con- 


fronted a wanted West Bank man 
as he was playing soccer and shot 
him to death in front of 70 specta- 
tors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elimelech say 
they were visiting an Arab ac- 
quaintance and watched from his 
balcony as undercover soldiers 
crept up on two masked Palesti- 
nians scribbling political slogans 
on a wall. 

“The soldiers shot at the 
masked men in cold blood, from 
a distance of a few metres, with- 
out warning,” David Elimelech 
told the daily Haaretz. 

David Elimelech has been 
charged with interfering with army 
operations and is free on $1,250 
bail. The army says he threatened 
soldiers after the shooting. 

Mr. Elimelech repeated his 
account in a subsequent newspap- 
er interview and said neighbours 
in his village were hounding him 
for speaking out. He has changed 
his phone number and gone in- 
communicado. 

Col. Moshe Fogel, the army 
spokesman, said, “Any daim of a 
so-called hit list in which (armed) 
people can be shot on sight is 
untrue." He noted that soldiers 
have captured hundreds of 
wanted men alive. 

Lr.-Gen. Ehud Barak, the 
chief of staff, was quoted as 
telling a dosed meeting of parlia- 
ment's defence committee that 
soldiers may fire only “as a last 


resort with the intent to capture 
the suspect alive and not to kill 
him." 

Reirven Pedazur, a respected 
Israeli military writer, said the 
shooting reported by the 
ElimeJechs suggests a disturbing 
breakdown of army rules gov- 
erning the use of firearms. 

Writing in Haaretz, Mr. Peda- 
zur said he had seen the army's 
secret report on the shooting inci- 
dent and accepted that there were 
warning shouts and shoes. He said 
they fired to wound when one of 
the Palestinians spun around. 

But that, he said, was what he 
found most disturbing. Mr. Peda- 
zur said rules appear to have 
loosened to the point where they 
“permit almost unlimited use of 
firearms, and in almost all cases 
the shooters are legally covered.” 

Moreover, he asked, “since 
when is slogan-daubing an off- 


ence punishable by shooting?” 
direct orders to kill suspects, but 
fears “an atmosphere has been 
created to make soldiers under- 
stand what is expected to them.” 

Special army squads, formed in 
1989 to catch activists involved in 
the Palestinian uprising, disguise 
themselves as Arab men, and 
even women, to get dose to their 
quarry. 

They now focus on the Palesti- 
nian gangs that have killed hun- 
dreds of suspected Arab collabor- 
ators and stacked Israelis. 

In a war where Israelis dress up 
as Arabs and Arabs kill other 
Arabs as collaborators, the con- 
fusion and fear breed trigger- 
happiness on both rides. 

This month, undercover troops 
hunting a wanted man mistakenly 
raided the home of a village 
headman. The headman thought 
the intruders were Palestinians 


bent on killing him as a collabor- 
ator, and shot one of the soldiers 
to death. 

The Palestine Human Rights 
Information Centre reports that, 
through March, the special forces 
baud killed 90 Palestinians who did 
not have firearms or who were 
armed but did not fire. 

Jan Abu Shaker, the centre’s 
director, said seven of the 29 slain 
last year had guns, four carried- 
axes or knives and the rest were 
unarmed. 

In seven cases, rive said, wit- 
nesses described victims being 
shot or beaten after felling down. 

“We have come to the conclu- 
sion that the undercover units are 
acting as death squads in certain 
cases." Mrs. Abu Shaker said. • 

According to Bitselem, at least 
10 of the 21 killings by the special 
units this year are being investi- 
gated as questionable. 


As U.N. seeks 
peace, fighting rages 
in southern Somalia 


By Manoah Esipisu 
Reuter 

KAMSUMA. Somalia — Hun- 
dreds of rotting bodies litter the 
desert around the small town of 
Kamsuma in southern Somalia, 
testimony of yet another battle in 
the war-weary Horn of Africa 
nation. 

As the United Nations steps up 
efforts to end more than 16 
ninths of bloody internecine 
feuding, a semblance of normal- 
ity has returned to the ruined 
capital Mogadishu. 

But in the south fighting has 
raged for more than a week after 
Mogadishu warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed attacked the south- 
ern clans of the Somali Patriotic 
Movement (SPM) in a bid to 
extend his influence beyond the 
capital. 

Forces loyal to General 
Aideed, military commander of 
the United Somali Congress 
(USC ) which drove dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre from 
power in January 1990. were re- 
pulsed after trying to take the 
port if Kismayo. 

“There has been heavy fighting 
in the last week. We killed at 
least 300 of the USC forces and 
also suffered heavy casualties 
ourselves." the SPM commander. 
General Mohammad Said Hersi. 
told Reuters. 

"Mv forces have reached Brava 
— 190 kilometres southwest of 
Mogadishu — and wifi head for 
the capital next week ” said Gen. 
Said Hersi in the scorched battle- 
field of Kamsuma. I0O kilometres 
from Kismayo. 

Gen. Said Hersi. a 48-year-old 
U.S.-trained career soldier, said 
he would slop just short of Moga- 
dishu hecause he feared a heavy 
civilian casualty toll and also 
wanted to respect a fragile U.N.- 
hrokcred ceasefire which covers 
the capital. 

“USC forces have attacked us 
five times since the ceasefire 
agreement on March 3, which 
makes it impossible for us to 
respect any such accords. But wc 


don't want any senseless killing in 
the capital.” he added. 

The SPM blames the fighting 
on Gen. Aideed. It says he is only 
interested in annihilating other 
tribes and clans. 

“Aideed is crazy. People can- 
not be ruled by force," Gen. Said 
Hersi. a Darod clansman, said. 
“For Aideed. the people of 
Somalia do not count. It is his 
dan that matters. If only he could 
see Somalis as Somalis.” 

Since November Gen. Aideed 
and self-styled interim President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad have 
fought a bitter war for control of 
Mogadishu, which is now divided 
among them. 

The fighting has killed at least 
5.000 civilians, maimed 
thousands more and des- 
troyed property worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars. Aid work- 
ers estimate 4.5 million of the 
total population of 6.5 million are 
now at risk of starvation. 

The SPM is holding four peo- 
ple it claims are members of the 
USC central committee. 

Thousands of peasants fleeing 
dan-based fighting in the capital 
have turned mosques and chur- 
ches in the once -picturesque town 
of Kismayo into dirty residential 
quarters. 

Kismayo has been reduced to 
rubble. Factories built with hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
foreign aid are in ruins and hun- 
dreds of hectares of prime land 
are a shambles. 

Two bridges linking Kismayo 
to other centres in the country 
have been destroyed. 

“The region was the leading 
producer of bananas and fruits 
enough for local consumption 
and for export 16 months ago. It 
had the largest fish, rice and nine 
other factories. All that is now 
destroyed.” Gen. Said Hersi said. 

He predicted the newly- 
appointed U.N. special envoy for 
Somalia. Mohammad Sahnoun. 
would fail in efforts to bring 
peace to the impoverished coun- 
try unless he consulted all warring 
factions in the conflict. 
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Gulf states still to set talks with Egypt, Syria 


AL KHOBAR. Saudi Arabia 
(Agencies) — Gulf Arab states 
have yet to set a date for a 
meeting this month with Egypt 
and Syria, signalling continuing 
difficulties over an accord signed 
14 months ago. Gulf diplomats 
said Sunday. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Mubarak Ali Al Khater, whose 
country is due to host the meeting 
of the eight Arab states, denied 
on Saturday and disagreement 
within the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) about the 
“Damascus declaration" signed 
in March last year. 

. But he said after a day-long 
special session of GCC foreign 
ministers in Riyadh that there 
was still no date for the meeting 
scheduled for May and already 
postponed more than once. 

He said that further consulta- 


tions were under way on the pact 
signed by the eight Arab Gulf war 
allies immediately after Iraq's 
occupation troops were ousted 
from Kuwait. 

Egypt and Syria hoped they, 
would get economic benefits after 
joining the alliance that drove off 
the Iraqis. 

The GCC ministers from Saudi 
Arabia. Bahrain. Kuwait. Oatar. 
Oman and the United Arab Emi- 
rates met in the Saudi capital 
under pressure from Cairo and 
Damascus to start implementing 
the pact. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa toured the Gulf states 
last month to press for its quick 
implementation to signal the con- 
tinned validity of the Arab 
alliance that came together in 
response to Iraq's August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Diplomats in the Gulf said 
Syria appeared to have come’ ro 
terms with the reluctance of the 
Gulf states to see Syrian and 
Egyptian troops stationed in 
Kuwait as envisaged in the 
Damascus declaration. 

They said Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad made dear dur- 
ing a similar tour of the Gulf that 
the broad framework of the pact, 
including consultations about ma- 
jor world and regional issues, was 
more important for him. Finan- 
cial assistance for his struggling 
economy was also a priority, they 
added. 

The GCC has scaled down its 
earlier pledge of $10 billion and 
announced it will set up a $6 
billion fund to help its Arab allies 
but the structures and other de- 
tails have yet to be worked out 
while Egypt and Syria are press- 


ing for quick cash. 

Mr. Khater also denied reports 
of disagreements among the Gulf 
states on how to raise the money. 
. In' particular, he said there 
were “no differences over the 
economic aspects.” 

Implementation of the pact has 
been snarled in part by the insist- 
ence of Iran that ir be party to all 
security arrangements in the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Musa, in a jusr-conduded 
tour of the region, said that the 
Damascus agreement was for 
Arab states only. 

Conference sources, speaking 
on condition they not be named, 
said the GCC ministers at their 
closed-door ^ meetings discussed 
Iran including recent talks held 
by Iranian First Vice-President 
Hassan Habibi in Qatar on Gulf 
security. 


Iran: Rivalry in Central Asia should be honest 


ASHKHABAD. Turkmenistan 
(R) — Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani has 
said that rivaliy for influence in 
the Muslim Central Asian repub- 
lics of the former Soviet Union 
must be “honest and healthy." 

Mr. Rafsanjani, vying with 
Turkey for influence in Turk- 
menistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz- 
stan and Tajikistan, was speaking 
shortly before meeting repre- 
sentatives of the four republics. 

Leaders of Kazakhstan, to the 
south of Russia, and of Turkey 
and Pakistan were also on hand. 

“We as a country want to ex- 
tend our cooperation to any 
country that is of interest.” he 
told a news conference. 

“There is competition every- 
where is the world, but we are of 
the view this competition should 
be honest and healthy." 

Local leaders, pessimistic ab- 
out the future of the Slav-domin- 
ated Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, hope the talks can 
open the way for a new trading 
zone drawing heavy investment in 
local industry neglected under 
Soviet power. 

But Iran, Turkey and Pakistan 
appear interested primarily in 
gas, oil and other raw materials. 

The meeting is taking place six 


days before a summit of CIS 
leaders in Uzbekistan likely to be 
dominated by economic, political 
and military squabbles between 
its two dominant members, Rus- 
sia and Ukraine. 

Turkmen President Saparmur- 
ad Niyazov welcomed Mr. Raf-. 
sanjani at the airport decked with 
the portraits of the invited 
leaders. 

“We are seeing the rebirth of 
ancient links, of the old Silk Road 
(trading route) of economic coop- 
eration,” Mr. Niyazov, a former 
communist, told journalists. “No 
third party need feel communist, 
told journalists. “No third party 
need feel threatened. 

Western countries are wary of 
any realignment that could 
spread Iranian influence and 
possible stirrings of Islamic fun- 
damentalism over a vast territory. 

Iran is separated from Ashkha- 
bad only by a towering range of 
mist-shrouded mountains. There 
is some trade between the two 
countries, but as yet little free 
contact between the Sunni Mus- 
lims of Turkmenistan and the 
Shiites of Iran. 

Mr. Rafsanjani dismissed as a 
Western invention suggestions 
that Iran was losing out to Turkey 
in a battle for economic influence 
in the region. 


} 



Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 


Turkey' has made fast inroads 
in Central Asia — a region with a 
* population over 50 million and 
vast water resources as well as oil 
and gas, cotton, agriculture and 
minerals. 

Turkish Prime Minister Suley- 
man Demire], due to arrive in 
Ashkhabad on Saturday night 
shortly after Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, recently 
toured Central Asian Republics, 
promising credits of SI .2 billion. 


Mr. Demirel draws heavily on 
the Turkic roots of large parts of 
the population m the region, with 
Turkish -speaking settlements as 
far away as the Chinese border. 

Turkish television is already 
being beamed to broad areas. 

But Turkey denies promoting 
any “pan-Turk” nationalist feel- 
ing. Ankara's interest, like that of 
Iran, and Pakistan, lie in the 
economic area. 

Mr. Niyazov said Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin, preparing for 
next Friday’s summit of the 11- 
nation commonwealth, had tele- 
phoned him. 

“I told him that the conference 
does not threaten the interests of 
the commonwealth," he said. 

The Central Asian states still 
rely on Russia for everything 
from industrial goods to defence, 
but bickering between Russia and 
Ukraine over die legacy of the 
defunct Soviet Union makes 
alternatives attractive. 

Moscow sees its economic fu- 
ture in integration with the West 
but needs to maintain long-estab- 
lished access to Central Asia's 
raw materials. Next week’s Tash- 
kent summit could see Central 
Asian states for the first pressing 
their interests strongly as they 
sense the commonwealth's weak- 
ness. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemen pardons ex-president, aides 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah Saleh Saturday 
pardoned an ex-president of South Yemen and five.of his aides who 
were sentenced to death after heavy fighting between rival wings of 
the ruling Yemen Socialist Party in 1986. A presidential decree 
announced on Radio Sanaa said the pardon was in line with the 
country's reform programme aimed at ending political disputes that 
preceded the merger of North and South Yemen into the Yemeni 
Republic in May 1990. The pardon covered ex-Presidem Ali 
Nasser Mohammad and South Yemen’s former security minister, 
commander of naval forces, armed forces chief of staff and deputy 
chief of staff, and the governor of Abyan city. A special tribunal 
sentenced the six to death in absentia in late 1986 after they fled 
South Yemen to Sanaa following heavy fighting with a rival wing 
within the ruling party in January 1986 that killed about 10,000 
people. Mr. Mohammad, living in exile in Syria, was reported to 
plan to return to Yemen to set up a new political party. 


Barber, customer killed in Bekaa explosion 


BEIRUT (AP) — A barber and his customer were killed when a 
hand grenade accidentally exploded in a barbershop in east 
Lebanon's Bekaa Valley, police said Sunday. A police spokesman, 
who cannot be named in line with standing regulations, said the 
customer. Ali Mustafa, was playing with the grenade when jt 
exploded inside Abbas Kurdi's shop in the ancient township of 
Baalbek Saturday. Baalbek 80 kilometres east of Beirut, is the 
stronghold of the Iranian-backed fundamentalist HizboUab (Party 
of God). ; 


Iran daily appeals for unity alter polls 


NICOSIA (R) — A radical Tehran newspaper on Sunday adviseld 
losers in Iran's parliament elections to respeci the outcome of die 
poll, in which supporters of President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjagi 
were headed for a landslide victory. Apparently trying to calm 
radicals who complained about the conduct of the elections. 
“Salam" advised losers to consider those elected as their own 
representatives. It said objections should not be made in manner 
that raises questions about the outcome of the elections or “make 
enemies inside and outside the country to bank on the hope that 
the election results will produce long-lasting disputes and discords 
in Iran. What is ahead of us is unity, coordination and cooperation 
of all those who have love of Islam and the Islamic country in their 
hearts.” With more than a third of ballot boxes in Tehran counted. 
pro-Rafsanjani candidates were set to win all the capital's 28 seats 
contested in Friday’s run-off. Nearly half the 270 seats of the Majlis 
(parliament) were to be decided in the run-off after a right-centre 
alliance defeated radicals in the first round vote in April. 


French remarks anger Algeria 


PARIS <R) — Algeria's ambassador to France has complained to 
the French government over a cabinet minister’s remarks that 
France should intervene in Algerian prison camps, the foreign 
ministry said on Saturday. The envoy. Smail Hamdani. met with 
foreign ministry spokesman Daniel Bernard on Friday following an 
interview with Health and Humanitarian Aid Minister Bernard 
Kouchner in the weekly Jeune Afrique published on April 30. Mr. 
Kouchner told the magazine he favoured “humanitarian interven- 
tion” in the camps and had asked Algiers for permission to visit 
them. The official Algerian news agency APS said Algeria’s 
Foreign Ministry lodged a protest with French Ambassador in 
Algiers Jean Audibert on Friday. APS said the Algerian minisuy 
had called Mr. Kouchner's statements “characteristic interference’’ 
and “totally inaccurate.” Algerian leader Mohammad Boudiaf told 
French television in March there were about 8.500 detainees; in 
desert camps in the south of his country. France has continued tp 
help its former colony despite .ifie scrapping of elections tet 
January and the banning of the fundamentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front which was set for victory. 


Abu Dhabi’s crown prince visits Oman 


NICOSIA (R) — Abu Dhabi's crown prince. Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Zayed Al Nahayan, arrived in Muscat on Sunday for a meeting pf 
the joint United Arab Emirates-Omani committee, the Omani 
News Agency reported. Sheikh Khalifa, deputy commander of the 
UAE's armed forces, would head his country's delegation at the 
talks, it said. It did not say what issues would be tackled. The 
agency, received in Cyprus, said he would spend three days in the 
sultanate. It gave no other details. Oman and the UAE are 
members of the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council along with 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and Kuwait. 


Car thieves arrestd in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi authorities have arrested members of 'a 
gang selling stolen cars to Iran, the ruling Baath Party’s daily 
newspaper AJ Tbawra reported. The report, carried on Sunday By 
the official Iraqi News Agency, said the gang circulated fake mon&y 
brought from Iran. 


Charles, and Diana fly to Turkey and Egypt.' 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s prince and princess of Wales flew out of ; 
a cold and rainy London together on Sunday at ; 
the start of separate visits to the Middle East.' Princess Diana was * 
beginning a six-day official trip to Egypt, where she will visit Luxof'* 
and Aswan at the invitation of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’S - 
wife. Prince Charles was starting a week’s holiday in Turkey to 
study its archaeology and architecture, Buckingham Palace officials 
said. 


Menem invites Turks to invest in Argentina 
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ISTANBUL (R) ■ — Argentine President Carlos Menem toured 
Istanbul's historical sights on Sunday and appealed to Turkish 
businessmen to invest in his country, the semi-official Anatolian 
news agency reported. Mr. Menem, who on Saturday completed. 


t he. of ficial part of his four-day visit, addressed a meeting of 
Turkish businessmen in Istanbul before touring the dty. In 
blue-jeans, a red shirt and a bine jacket, Mr. Menem visited 
Istanbul’s blue mosque, Santa Sophia Museum, Topkapa Palace’ 
and the ancient covered bazaar. ■. 
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; JCO TO PROMOTE SERVICES — Tte Jordan Coopera- 
, fiT f Organ isati on (JCO) has been striving to help Jordanian 
citizens to cope with the adverse econ o mic and social 

' and COlltribathlf» t OW ardS p mnwmng tfip ngrWultwnl | w n i m l). futtA 

health services in the Kingdom, JCO Director General T»moi A1 
Bedom- announced in Amman Saturday evening. Dr. Bedonr made 

the statement at the opening of the first health dhric operated by 

.the A1 lVahyeh Cooperative Society fen Jordan. The JCO is also 
. keen on contributing to endeavours designed to create jobs and 
tadnce the problem of unemployment through the work coopera- 
tives, said Dr. Bedour. Hie A1 Wafcyeh CHnic, which was opened 
"at A1 Nnzha District of Amman, will be expanded to become a 
' comprehenrive and integrated health centre and a ™Atw (w a 
cooperative hospital in the Kingdom, Dr. Bedonr added. Dr. 
Bedonr appealed to pharmaceutical companies and drugstores to 
offer the new clinic free of charge medicme which vffl benefit the 
poor classes. According to A1 Wafcyeh Cooperative Society 
members, local residents In Al Nnzha District wiU be able to benefit 
from the new clinic's services. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince receives U.S. delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday received at the Hussein Youth City a U.S. delegation of 
teachers and students from the American Academy of War. 
Prince Hassan reviewed with the delegation the new develop- 
ments in the international arena. Attending the meeting were the 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Roger Harrison and the U.S. military 
attache in Amman . 

Queen opens French Cultural Week 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday opened at 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel the French Cultural Week in the 
presence of Their Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal Ibn Al Hussein 
and Princess Aha Al Faisal, dtfeen Noor toured the plastic art' 
pavilion, which inducted photographs of Jordan, particularly 
Petra; taken by two French photosphere. The Queen expressed 
■admiration' of the" photos, saying they represent Jordan's great 
history and its glories. The week includes a costume show 
involving eight models, "who win show % designs of ready-made 
clothes of nine renowned French designers. The opening cere- 
mony was attended by the French ambassador in Jordan and 
.senior embassy staff, as well as number of distinguished guests. 

Phosphate delegation returns from India 

.AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) Thabet Al Taher and an accompanying 
^delegation Sunday retained home from India, where be held talks 
-Vith Indian officials on Indian fertiliser industries that use 
.Jordanian phosphates. The Indian government has recently 
allowed Indian companies to import their needs of phosphate 
directly from the source, thus nullifying a provision restricting the 
import of phosphate ores to a government-owned corporation. In 
an arrival statement. Dr. Taber said the company has conducted 
..initial contracts with Inch an companies for the import of 1.5 
.million tonnes of phosphates. The Jordanian exports of phos- 
phates to India accounts for 35 per cent of the total phosphates 
."exports. Last year, India imported 13 million tonnes of phos- 
phates from Jordan. 



UNIVERSITY INAUGURATES LABORATORY — 
University of Jordan President Fawzi Gharaibefa 
Sunday fnangnrate d the computer integrated 

manafi ri Hri ng UWw alary at *t^ Engineering 

Department. Addressing the opening ceremony. 
Dr. Gharaibefa said the unive r si ty focuses on the 
quality education that takes into cousMkration the 
needs of the Jordanian society. He voiced hope 
thu the estabtishmeut of this bbortory will help 
develop the performance of the Industrial En- 
gineering Departineirt at the university and enrich 
scientific research and eventnally help support the 
industrial sector in Jordan. Director of the United 
States Agency for International Development 
(USAID), Tom Oliver, reviewed scopes of coop- 
eration between the university and USAID in 


areas of technology transfer and development of 
human resources. He pointed out that USAID has 
contributed $43 million towards establishing the 
Industrial Engineering Department of the Faculty 
of Engineering since 1988. The amount was 
provided in the form of equipment, including 
laboratories, computers and scholarships, in addi- 
tion to providing research and educational mate- 
rials. The opening ceremony was attended by U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan Roger Harrison, Universi- 
ty of Jordan Vice President Mohammad Al 
Maqqonsi, Dean of Engineering and Technology 
Isam Zabalawi, a number of directors of indus- 
tries and senior university and U3. Embassy 
officials. 


Qualified Jordanians demand right to work 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The phenomenon 
of the Jordanian “brain drain", 
which had disappeared for a 
while is reappearing now. even 
at a limited scale. 

Qualified Jordanians ere de- 
nied the right to work at the 
various umveisities and com- 
munity colleges in Jordan, as 
well as the public sector institu- 
tions at a time when non- 
Jardamans are easily recruited 
ai such, institutions. . x- 

This is what some 100 Jorda- 
nian post-graduates, who hold 
a doctorate degree (PhD) told 
the Jordan Times and its sister 
Arabic daily AI Ra’i. 

“Our degrees are turning 
into a curse rather than a bles- 
sing for ns. We have exhausted 
every possible effort to find a 
suitable job for us at our Jordan 
man universities, community 
colleges and government in- 
stitutions, but to no avail," 
they said. 

They added that they have 
called upon 80 educational in- 
stitutions, indutfing four gov- 
ernment universities, eight 
national universities and va- 
rious community colleges and 
study and research centres al 
the various ministries and gov- 


ernment departments which 
employed a good number of 
non-Jordanian post-graduates. 

The unemployed Jordanian 
doctors, who obtained their 
degrees from renowned univer- 
sities in both the East and West 
and who had their degrees 
accredited by the Ministry of 
Higher Education, said dial 
many of their colleagues had 
left the country, searching for 
better work opportunities in 
America, Europe and Austra- 
lia, in what seemed to be a 
“brain drain’'. They warned of 
Such phenomenon and called 
on the Labour Ministry to pro- 
ride job opportunities for them 
in implementation of a provi- 
sion in the Jordanian Constitu- 
tion which says that evety 
citizen has the right to a suit- 
able job. They questioned the 
ministry’s silence over their 
cause, saying that it has over- 
looked the recruitment by the 
Jordanian universities of non- 
Jordanian doctors. 

Asked to comment about 
this issue. Higher Education 
Minister Awad Khleifat said 
Jordanian postgraduates have 
priority over others, provided 
they meet certain stipulations. 
He called on them to send in 
applications to his ministry and 
promised to follow their case 
with Jordanian universities and 
intermediate university col- 


leges. He pointed out that uni- 
versities and community col- 
leges rightly demand that the 
reaching staff be in possession 
of accredited university de- 
grees. 

Secretary General of the 
Civil Service Commission Kha- 
lif Radaideh called for absorb- 
ing those Jordanian youths 
against suitable jobs in the 
government, saying that they 
can contribute to improving 
the performance of .several in- 
stitutions. He called on the 
various ministries to recom- 
mend the appointment of such 
qualified Jordanian post- 
graduates. 

Labour Ministry Secretary 
General Saleh Tar&wneh stres- 
sed his ministry's interest in. 
achieving conformity between 
the job opportunities 
announced at the ministry and 
job-seekers. He said that job 
opportunities available now ar 
not commensurate with then- 
qualifications. He voiced hope 
that they be given an oppor- 
tunity to enroll in training 
programmes at the universi- 
ties. similar to the engineers 
who are enrolled in an appren- 
ticeship or training programme 
at the Ministry of Public 
Works, thus providing them 
with a better chance of obtain- 
ing suitable jobs. 
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Health Ministry to employ 
doctors, expand services 


AMMAN (Petra) — Nearly 300 
general practitioner and 24 spe- 
cialists who had applied for jobs 
through the Civil Service Com- 
mission (CSC) will be appointed 
with the Health Ministry soon. 
Health Minister Aref 
Ba tati) eh announced Sunday. 

A total of 590 doctors have 
applied for jobs through the CSC 
and the ministry was doing all in 
its power to help employ as many 
as possible plus i& will employ all 
dentists who applied for work 
through the CSC, said Dr. 
Bataineh. 

The minister said that many of 
the 590 doctors who applied for 
work with the government have 
either left the country to work 
abroad or have resorted to the 
private sector for employment. 

By employing more doctors 
and specialists, the Health Minis- 
try hopes to expand and promote 
medical services to all regions, the 
minister noted. 

During 1992, the Health Minis- 
try plans to embark on building a 
hospital to serve residents in the 
Kura District, to expand the faci- 
lities of the Maan Government 
Hospital and to build a maternity 
ward and another to deal with 
gynecology and obstetrics at the 
same hospital. Dr. Bataineh 
noted. 


He said that allocations for 
further expansions of health ser- 
vices in Jordan will be made in 
the 1993 fiscal budget. 

Furthermore, the Princess Bas- 
ma Hospital in Irbid will be ex- 
panded to have 120 more beds 
and the ministry will soon embark 
on constructing the King Abdul- 
lah Hospital at tbe Jordan Uni- 
versity for Science and Technolo- 
gy near Rjamtha, Dr. Bataineh 
noted. 

Last week, a meeting was held 
at the Finance Ministry to discuss 
the construction of the King 
Abdullah Hospital at JUST and it 
was agreed that a tender for tbe 
constriction of JD40 million will 

be announced in the coming few 
weeks. Following the meeting, 
which was attended by the minis- 
ters of finance, health, public 
works and planning, it was 
announced that the project will 
take four years to complete. 

With reference to services 
offered to the public through the 
AJ Bashir Government Hospital 
in Amman, Dr. Bataineh said 
that AI Bashir Hospital “serves 
the middle and poor classes in 
Amman as its charges are quite 
reasonable and for this reason, it 
is sometimes congested with pa- 
tients.” 

The Health Ministry is seeking 


to increase the hospital's capacity 
through expanding the emergen- 
cy section with a view to adding 
112 beds, Dr. Bataineh pointed 
out. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Health is tiring to ease pressure 
on the Ai Bashir Hospital by 
buying Al Nadim Hospital in 
Madaba to meet the local resi- 
dents' needs of medical services 
and tbe ministry also plans to 
build a hospital in Al Ruseifa. 
north-east of Amman, for the 
same purpose. 

Dr. Bataineh admitted that 
there was a severe shortage of 
hospital beds in government-run 
hospitals, noting that the Health 
Ministry was doing all in its pow- 
er to deal with the problem. In 
this respect, the Health Ministry 
recently announced tenders for 
the construction of wards to serve 
as annexes to six of its hospitals in 
the Kingdom, the minister added. 

Referring to complaints by 
members of the public abour the 
shortages of medicine in health 
centres, the minister noted that 
sometimes due to freight delays 
and also delays in laboratory test- 
ing on some medicines, the health 
centres do not receive their ship- 
ments on schedule and the proce- 
dures normally take their course 
before the drugs become avail- 
able. 


Foreign investment law endorsed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe new 
investment law, endorsed by a 
Royal decree, offers non- 
Jordanian Arab investors the 
right to invest in agricultural, 
health, touristic, industrial and 
housing projects in the Kingdom 
and equal treatment with Jorda- 
nian investors in similar projects. 

Tbe law, known as “the law on 
Arab and foreign investments for 
1992,'* stipulates that non-Arab 
investors require an approval by 
the government for their projects 
upon recommendation from the 
minister of industry and trade. 

According to tbe provisions of 
the new law, a non-Jordanian 
investor in Jordan's trade and 
contracting businesses in land, 
maritime and air transport is 
allowed to enter tbe ' business 


under joint ventures with a Jorda- 
nian investor provided that non- 
Jordanian foreign investors' 
capital in a particular project 
should not exceed 49 per cent of 
the total equity. 

The law stipulates that non- 
Jordanians should transfer capital 
for their investment in a project 
in hard currency through Jorda- 
nian banks in accordance with the 
terms of the law or upon approval 
by the concerned minister. 

Furthermore, the law allows 
non-Jordanians to purchase and 
deal with company shares in the 
Amman Financial Market in 
Jordanian or other convertible 
currencies provided that non- 
Jordanian investors in share hold- 
ing companies do not acquire 
more than 49 per cent of the 


share. 

The law allows investors to 
transfer their shares to foreign 
investors provided the latter 
transfer tbe value of the shares in 
foreign convertible currencies 
through banks. 

The law also asllows non- 
Jordanian investors to transfer 
capital and profits on investments 
in projects for which they 
obtained approval to establish or 
in which they were allowed to 
hold equity. The law provides 
protection to all investors against 
any confiscation of any project 
and against seizure of assets or 
capital except through courts. 
Those non-Jordanians who had 
made investments in Jordan be- 
fore the law was enacted are not 
subject to these terms and condi- 
tions. 


British donate books, vicfeos to NRA 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Scientific and 
technical books and videos, 
valued at JD 2400 were donated 
by die British Overseas Develop- 
ment Administrtaion to the Natu- 
ral Resources Authority (NRA) 
at a ceremony on May 3. 

Tbe presentation was made to 
Kama! Jreisat, director-genera) of 
the NRA, by the newly appointed 


Director of the British Council in 
Jordan Chistopher Chislett. 

•The books cover a wide varie- 
ty of subjects including finding ofl 
and gas from borehole logs, gold 
exploration, construction mate- 
rials, clay minerals and micro- 
computer applications in geology. 
The videos are for training pur- 
poses and for showing to the 


many visiting school and student 
groups who come to the NRA. 
The films include studies about 
the search for o3, the water prob- 
lems of Jordan, volcanoes, and 
die origins of the earth. 

Mr. Chislett was conducted on 
a tour of the Natural Resources 
Authority by Bassam Sunna, 
director of geology. 


British government marks handicapped week 


AMMAN — The British govern- 
ment marks Jordan’s celebrations 
of tbe National Week for Hand- 
icapped Children May 5-12 by 
extending donations to two orga- 
nisations caring for disabled chil- 
dren. 

The recipient organisations are 


the Holy Land Institute for the 
Deaf in Salt, whose operations 
have been supported by the Brit- 
ish government for the past three 
years with similar gifts. 

Tbe recent gift of JD. 2,000 wiU 
be used to purchase computer 
equipment for use in tbe insti- 


tute's vocational training. 

A sum of JD 2,000 was also 
donated to UNRWA, to be used 
to provide furniture and aids for 
disabled children benefitting 
from the services of the 
UNRWA-run disability centre at 
Hussn. 
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Exhibition of seven artists 
from the occupied territor- 
ies — Tayseer Barakat, 
Suleiman Manour, Nabfl 
Ananj, Vera Tamari, 
Jmd Al MaBd, Ya’coub 
AI Kurd and Kbafil Rehab 
— at Abdul Haneed Sbo- 
-■*' man Foundation Gallery — 
’’ 10 aun.-S p.m. 

☆'.‘Art exhibition by Iraqi artist 
.Harem Al Brwtani at the 
, x Hooting Bank Gaflery. 

Photography exhibition, en- 
titled “Around the World: 
- People and Things,” by Jac- 
quefine Vanderveide ai the 
■- British CouncB. 
ft Exhibition of paintings by 

• Iraqi artist Amer A) Obeidl 
at Afia Art Gallery. 

ft Art exhibition of fraqjl artist 
; . Afi Al Mandabwi’s works, 
•Inspired by poems of the 
great Arab poet Abdul 
Wafaab Al Bayatf, at the 
; Spanish Guttural Centre, 
ft. Rthili feiH B of p rintin gs by 

Rida Hus Has at the french 
Cutoural Centre. 

ft Art exhibition by Moham- 
mad Al Ameri at the Royal 
Ca tena! Centre. 

* Exhibition of pafatmgt by 
five Malaysian artists at the 
National Gallery r of fine 

• Arfc, Jabal LuweSbdeh, 

ft Pho to gr ap hy exMbition en- 
titled “Double Vision of Jor- 
dan” by Bernard GnStot 
' and Jean-Phifippe Reverdot 
at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre. 


Institute) at tbe Jordan Uni- 
versity o f Scien ce and Tech- 
nology (JUST). 

Arabic {day entitled “Al 
Adaleh Al RaMeh” (The 
Leaving Justice) at the 
Royal Cultural Centre — 7 
pjn. 


Lecture, in Arabic, entitled 
“Acre in Summer” by Dr. 
Efisham Sbarabi at the Sd- 
entific and Cuttural Centre 
of Abdul H a m eed Shaman 
Foundation — £30 pan. 


‘Science 
and Technology as F or e t un - 
■ers of Indnstriafintion” 
(orgaatoed by the Goethe 


OBITUARY 

The director and staff of the Department of Antiquities la Jordan 
mourn with the deepest di stres s 

Dr. Kenneth Russel 

the renowned American archaeologist 
who passed away Sunday at Al Hmsrfn Medical Centre. 
Untfl his sudden death the late Dr. Russel has been mvoived in 
practical studies and conducting archaeological exc avations at 
the ancient Nabatean dty of frtra. 

The director and staff of the department offer condolences to tbe 
bereaved family and the friends of Dr. Russel as wefl as the 
American. Centre for Oriental Research (ACQR) hi Amman. 


The American Center ol Oriental Research (ACOR) 
announces with great sorrow the passing of 

Dr. Kenneth W. Russell 

on Sunday, May 10. 

There wiU be a memorial service at ACOR 
on Thursday, May 14, at 11AM 



The National Musk Consarvatory/Noor Ai Hussain Foundation 

and 

The American Cantar-Amman 


APPLE HILL CHAMBER PLAYERS 


Program will include pieces by SCHUBERT, 
FAURE and others 

Sunday, Hay 24 , 1992 - 8: 00 p.nt 

Al Hassan Bln Tala! AudHlorium 
University of Jordan 


Tickets. JD 7 , JD 5, jd 3 t are available at: 

- Safeway, Tel . 685311 

- Babichc, Tel . 661322 

- The Royal Cultural Center, Tel . 661026 

- The American Cultural Center, Tel , 641520 

• The National Music Conservatory , Tel . 687620 


ssc 


SPECIAL 

SY5T6MS 


gjusllphill 


The Acer NoteBook 
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Traffic means accidents. 1 


INTERIOR MINISTER Jawdat A1 Sbonl a tow days ago 
kicked off Jordan’s celebration of the traffic week with a 
speech saying: “There is a national duty for every Jorda- 
nian citizen to contribute in whatever possible way towards 
ending the carnage on the roads, which has been mo us ing 
in the past tow years.” Jordan has since con tinned its 
observance of the occasion by speeches and processions 
r anmtwn t nf past years* co mmemor ations that did nothing 

to alleviate the acute problem of traffic in the country. 

Official statistics substantiate the fear that all past efforts 
have proved ineffective in dealing with the chronic crisis. 
The Pnblic Security Department disclosed last month that in 
some 19,000 road accidents, involving more than 31,000 
vehicles, 379 people were killed and more than 10,000 others 
suffered henries, most of which were permanent. The same 
department also confirmed that no less than 50 per cent of 
all these traffic accidents happened in the capital city. Yet, 
the government and the concerned authorities go on 
celebrating the occasion in the same sterile way that is 
dominated by ceremonial speeches which express adherence 
to the cause, year in and your out, as if pious wishes canid 
solve the problem for the country and its people. But what 
adds insult to injury is the boasting by the head of die 
Traffic Department earlier this week that the rate of road 
accidents has become steady over the past few years, which 
is a “positive sign” for him that tilings are improving. Well, 
that is not exactly what is desired by the public and we 
would like to tell this official that Jordan wfli not rest before 
accidents and casualties are brought down considerably. 
Instead of making the number of auto accidents of the 
preceding years foe target for file future, our authorities 
should aim to lowo* them even if the number of vehicles has 
risen in recent times due to the foflux of expatriates. 

No, Mr. minister and subordinates! Tins week’s occasion 
warrants a different approach and a more forceful deter- 
mination to root out the unnecessary killing* and mayhems 
on tbe roads of the country. Enough of the same old talk that 
lends ineffective support to the efforts aimed at striving this 
problem. Countless practical suggestions for all sorts of real 
way to stop the carnage on onr streets have come from 
concerned citizens and the experience of others. 

In Amman, which happens to be host to most traffic 
accidents, gross violations of “stop” signs and single lane 
driving are the most common reasons for the most 
accidents. What has the traffic police done about than and 
enforcing the laws that concerns them? We all know that 
children should never be allowed to sit in front, next to the 
driver's seat. And this driving rale has been learned at high 
cost and is bring followed in practically all the developed 
world. Are we really enforcing it? Do we really care bow 
many people sit next to the driver, cigarette in hand, afi the 
way from Ghor bade to tbe heights mi Friday afternoons? 

We can go on and on recalling what really has to be done- 
in order to lower road accidents. To say it succinctly, 
however, the country needs no less than a comprehensive 
road safety education that should start at school and mdnde 
tbe very officials who control Jordanian traffic. Any such 
educational programme most be pursued on the proposition 
(hat every accident involves a variety of factors that include 
not only road and weather conditions but also driver’s 
behaviour and communication with one another. People 
behind wheels and pedestrians should also be able to 
communicate and synchronise. Speeches and ceremonies for 
occasions like this one may be useful, bat not for the purpose 
of stamping out totally or in part afi traffic accidents. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'l Arabic drily Sunday blamed the United States for 
condoning Israel’s defiance of die United Nations and its failure 
to implement Security Council resolutions which, the paper said, 
has encouraged the Zionist leaders to place obstacles in tbe path 
to the Arab-Israeli peace negotiations. The daily noted that Israel 
bas just reiterated its adamant position with regard to the 
participation of Palestinians from the diaspora in the multilateral 
talks, especially in the working groups dealing with the questions 
of refugees and the economic cooperation. It said that the Israelis 
have also turned their back to the U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker who has issued a call to Israel not to absent itself from any 
meetings in protest against the presence of Palestinians from tbe 
diaspora. It is clear to the Arabs that the Israelis’ negative attitude 
with regard to peace and the adamant position of tbe Shamir 
government reflected in the five rounds of the bilateral negotia- 
tions stem from Washington’s abstention from interfering into tbe 
talks to force the Israelis to comply with the requirements of 
peace, said the paper. Therefore, it said, Washington can by no 
means be absolved of the responsibility for any tension in the 
region or the collapse of peace efforts. 


SAWF AL SHAAB daily, for its part, commented on the 
multilateral talks, which are due to start Monday, noting that 
Jordan was giving due attention to these talks and linking them to 
the bilateral negotiations. The paper said that Israel is adamantly 
refusing to participate in the multilateral negotiation under the 
pretext that it refuses any participation of Palestinians from the 
diaspora, although it realises that these talks will affect the future 
of the refugees, the water resources and the economic develop- 


ment in the occupied regions with direct impact on the Palesti- 
nians themselves. The Shamir government’s refusal to take part in 


nians themselves. The Shamir government’s refusal to take part in 
the working groups discussing questions related to the refugees 
and economic development reflects its evil intentions mid shows it 
is determined to abort any progress in the multilateral negotia- 
tions, like it did with the bilateral talks, the paper said. But, the 
paper said, Israel's absence from the meeting of the working 
groups can by no means do any good services to the Jewish state, 
but would rather increase its isolation from the rest of the world. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


Where do nations stand in the new world order? 


No matter how blessed humanity may feel about the new 
international order that ensued on the heels of the collapse of the 
communist order, it still remains a double edged sword. Tbe 
armed conflict still simmering between the Azeris and the 
Armenians regarding control of Nagorno-Karabakh is not just an 
exercise for the right to self-determination or even over 
sovereignty rights over tbe disputed territory, but also an 
ethno-religious confrontation that is reminscent of the bloody 
religious wars in past history. The same goes for the Yugoslav 
which is in the midst of a massacre of religious and ethnic 
nature, the likes of which the world bas not seen for a Jong time. 
The way Serbs. Croatians and Muslims in former Yugoslavia loll 
and maim one another in pursuit of their respective narrow- 
minded interests and nationalism is nothing but a rerun of a long 
forgotten chapter of the Middle Ages that should have stayed 
forgotten and burned. And there are more Yugoslavia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh s to come, according to seasoned political 
scientists from across the world. And if what the world is 
witnessing in terms of bloodletting because of ethnic and religious 
rivalries is only the tip of an iceberg, then the comfort of the 
peoples and governments of tbe world over the rise of a new order 
is destined to be short lived. 

Dante, the 13th century Italian poet, philosopher and political 


thinker described narrow-minded nationalism as the source of all 
evil. That was more than seven centuries ago. It seems now that 
the international comity of nations is drifting back to the ti m es in 
history when would kill his fellow man simply because he 
belonged to another frith, race or ethnic group of even a different 
political thought. And if the much acclaimed new world order is 
projected to trigger thin kind of conflict between man and man, 
then it is time to stop rejoicing and start articulating effective 
remedial measures with a view to turn around the growing trend 
in international events from confrontations to tolerance and 
cooperation. Otherwise, tile old order that was dominated by a 
two-superpower international structure will be missed and the 
communist order would be credited with tbe feat of keeping the 
various ethnic and religions factions within its borders in peace 
and cooperation, albeit fry undemocratic means. 


relations instead of relationships based on bigotry, racism and , 
negative discrimination. It is up to the new Western-do minated _ 
order to ootne up with sensible and human answers to tbe brewing 
and escallating conflicts between the peoples of foe world . 
especially awe the West now calls all the shots. If the West fails ; 
in tins mission, it will have to give way sooner or later to o ther 
civilisations which may succeed where the western, m e ch an ically 
advanced technology has failed. It goes without saying that at 
present, the emerging new order is deficien t int ellectually and 
morally and is besieged by a monopolistic control of the politics 
and security of the international community. The We& taught us 
that monopoly in any endeavour should be avoided. That is why 
anti-trust laws were introduced in the first place in the U*$. to 
combat the rise of monopolies in the American economy. 


It is unfortunate that at a time when there is a rise of new 
nations in die west on die edifice of muhicultare, multirace and 
multireligion, other parts of the world, especially die underde- 
veloped ones, are still heading in a forceful and ferocious way 
towards the opposite direction. One would have thought that with 
tbe growing realisation that the various peoples on Earth share 
one small planet sailing in a universe of billions and Unions of 


Another American adage comes to mind in this context: power 
corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. If we were to 
still give credence to such great American sayings developed out 
of the great American revolution, then tbe new order Washington 
is champion of and is promoting, needs an urgent rectification to 
remove all elements of monopoly and reintroduce instead 
peaceful competition. 


Death squads in action 


By Pecetz Kidron 


WEST JERUSALEM — like 
citizens of all Western-style 
democracies, Israelis tend to 
shrug off charges that their state 
organs — whether police, army, 
or secret service — are guflty of 
human rights violations. On en- 
countering such allegations, 
ordinary citizens resort to a com- 
plex defence mechanism which 
essentially throws the blame at 
the victims: “Palestinian violence 
deserves harsh treatment ... Sav- 
ages with knives and stones ... 
Look at the way-they kill any of 
their own people suspected of 

ll_»_ ^ 't n.., 


suspects no opportunity to sur- 
render, effectively operating a 
“ shoot to I# 1 policy, public re- 
sponse followed the familiar pat- 
terns of wilful ignorance and/or 
denial. This evasiveness bas been 
actively cultivated by the policy 
of the media, where editors 
prudently confine Palestinian 


complaints to quotes and hasten 
to balance them with smooth 


denials from the army. As in all 
too many instances in the past, 
Israeli public opinion again 
allows itself to be lulled into 
callous indifference. 


collaboration ... ’ But principally, 
the Israeli in the street, brain- 
washed by the media and official 
spokesmen, opts for outright de- 
nial. When the accusation comes 
from Israeli liberals, the latter are 
dismissed as “bleeding hearts” or 
“self-hating Jews;” when the 
complainants are Palestinians, 
their accounts are dismissed as 
“products of an overheated Arab 
fantasy.” 

That is precisely how most 
Israelis have responded to reports 
and rumours rife in recent 


But this idyll was rudely dis- 
rupted by David and Aviva 


Elunelech, members of an Israeli 
moshav ([cooperative farm). One 


day in mid- April, the couple went 
to the West Bank village of Dura 


motilbs about the operations of 
the army’s so-called- “Arabrinas- 


tbe army’s so-called- “Arabrinas- 
qnerading” uqjts winch go under 
the code-names of “Shimshon” 
(Samson) and “Duvdevan” 

Shortly after taking up his post 


to the West Bank village of Dura 
to visit the home of a Palestinian 
business associate, Musa Rujib. 
There they saw throe young 
Palestinians, in masks, spray- 
painting slogans on a wall. While 
so engaged, the men were 
approached by a number of 
Israeli soldiers in civilian clo- 
thing. According to the 
Elimelechs’ account, the soldiers 
opened fire without warning, hit- 
ting two of the three men. The 
couple ran outside, introducing 
themselves as Israelis and pro- 
testing at the soldiers’ conduct. 
Hie officers in command re- 



liquidated.” The officer went on Elimelechs bad broken through 
to accuse the couple of lying in the “credibility gap” whkh had 
their account of events in Dura, hitherto insulated! Israeli opinion 
whereupon David Elimelech from confronting the truth about 
■ordered him out of the bouse. the undercover units, liberal jour- 

nalists sought to draw public 
Shockwaves through public attention thereto. Writing in 
opinion Ha’aretz, the ever courageous 

Gideon Levy told of the death 
. Now well in the public domain,^, 0 ^ Aytnan Majadba, 
the story continued to send shocks'? ambushed and shot dead 
waves through -Jewish .©pinion; - ’ without. ^«JHUg h while walking 
primarily because of its irnpecc^idown the main street of tus vfl- 
able Israeli source. No ohe boifla cage. Specifically referring to tbe 
dismiss the Elimelechs’ eye-wit- Etimelechs and their testimony 


Shockwaves through public 
opinion 


Now well in the public domain,/, 0 l A y m i 
le story continued to send sbocl&i ambnshed 


Shortly after taking up bis post 
as commander-in-chief, Major- 
General Ehod Barak made public 
the existence of these units and 
their use of civilian clothing and 
vehicles to pursue “hard-core” 
Palestinian insurgents. The re- 
velation drew fire from unnamed 
“senior officers” who condemned 
Mr. Barak for "needless blabbing 
about matters best left under 


sponded brutally, cursing the 
Elimelechs and brusquely order- 


Elimelechs and brusquely order- 
ing them to leave the scene, 
when the couple refused, a shot 
was fired over their beads, and 


they were manhandled away. 

Shocked by the event, the cou- 
ple returned home and related 


but the commander-in- 


chief and his spokegnen were 


quick to protect their flanks by 
insisting that the undercover units 
are bound by strict rules and do 
not engage in indiscriminate kill- 
ings. 


Damning testimony 


Accordingly, when a handful of 
Israeli journalists began reporting 
Palestinian comp lain ts that Shim- 
shon and Duvdevan in feet allow 


their story to journalists. When 
the account was published, events 
unfolded swiftly. Mr. Rujib was 
listed by a "punitive expedition" 
of officers who warned him to 
keep his mouth shut, underlining 
their demand with a beating 
which left him with a broken 
nose. The Elimelechs likewise 
drew fire; the couple received 
phone calls from unidentified 
officers who reviled them and 
warned them to shut up. Later, 
when a colonel came to interview 
them, the encounter was stormy: 
according to David Elimelech, 
the colonel declared flatly that 
"every masked man should be 


■able Israeli source. No ohe 
dismiss the Elimelechs’ eye-wit- 
ness account as “Arab slanders.” 
In addition to being highly articu- 
late, Aviva Elimelech distanced 
herself from any suspicion of lef- 
tist leanings by affirming her 
right-wing affiliations. 

Moreover, the couple’s 
account demolished the routine 
official claim that the soldiers 
fired in self defence “because the 
suspects were armed and vio- 
lent”: daubing, slogans on a wall 
may be a misdemeanour, but it is 
hardly menacing behaviour, or a 
capital crime. Above all, the 
Elimelechs’ testimony that the 
soldiers opened fire without chal- 
lenge or warning brought home 
to newspaper readers and televi- 
sion viewers that the operations 
of the much vaunted undercover 
units bear less resemblance to law 
enforcement than South Amer- 
ican-style death squad execu- 
tions. 

Quick to observe that the 


about events in Dura, Mr. Levy 
demanded to know “how one can 
take seriously the Israeli Army’s 
attempt to deny the circumst- 
ances surrounding the execution 
of Jamal Rashid Ghanim in 
March, which took place in full 
public view in the middle of a 
soccer match in Tulkarm, just as 
he was about to take a corner. 


“Levy rejected army excuses for 
this killing. “According to every 
possible examination. Mr. Gha- 


possible examination. Mr. Gha- 
nim was unarmed, and would 
have been unable to flee.” 

Mr. Levy cited various esti- 
mates of the number of fugitives 
killed in suspicious circumstances 
since the undercover units got a 
free hand to hunt them down: the 
army claims a body count of 13 
over the past three months, tbe 
Israeli human rights group Bet- 
selem sets the number at 17; 
Palestinian sources allege 19 such 
deaths by shooting in the first 


Race against time to save 


key European arms treaty 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — A key European 
arms treaty is in jeopardy became 
of disagreements among former 
Soviet republics, and NATO di- 
plomats say if it collapses the 
consequences could be dis- 
astrous. 

Twenty-two nations signed the 
Conve ntional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) Treaty in 1990. It provided 
for deep cats in military hardware 
from the Atlantic to the Ural 
Mountains and was intended to 
eliminate tbe Warsaw Pact’s 
armed superiority over the West. 

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation) bas argued that the 
treaty is still valid and must be 
hnptezoented as die cornerstone 
of security in the new Europe. 
But the collapse of tbe Soviet 
Union, and subsequent feuding 
among the republics over the 
shareout of military might, has 
delayed plans to put the treaty 
into force. 

NATO and its former enemies 
have agreed that differences must 
be resolved within a month and 
the treaty must be implemented 
in time for a pan-European sum- 
mit in Helsinki on July 9. 

A meeting of countries in- 
volved at NATO on Friday 
showed that the deadline may not 
.be met, prompting tbe collapse of 
the treaty and raising the pros- 


mcreasingly unstable regions of 
Europe. 


“There’s a lot of work still to 
do,” said one senior alliance di- 
plomat after the meeting. 

“It’s going to be a photo- 
finish.” 

Three of the eight former 
Sovie t republics covered by the 
CFE Treaty, Kazakhstan, Azer- 
baijan and Belarus, did not even 
attend the meeting. 

NATO sources said the west- 
ern allies and the Soviet Union’s 
one-time friends in Eastern' 
Europe pressed hard for the out- 
standing issues to be resolved. 

“We all fed very strongly that, 
if we don’t resolve CFE and use 
that as the basis, the whole new 
security structure in Europe is 
under threat,” said one source. 

NATO says die treaty must be 
implemented because it indudes 
legally-binding commitments on 
arms ti nutations and important 
provisions for checking that do 
country is cheating.. 

“There are those who sat that 
everyone is di sa r mi ng anyway,” 
said another diplomat. “That 
may be true in the West. But the 
political situation in the East is a 
lot less stable and without binding 
treaty commitments, any reduc- 
tions may be short-lived.” 

NATO says plans tty Ukraine, 
Russia and Kazakhstan to set up 
their own armed forces are signs 
that rivalries could turn into a 
serious regional arms race with- 
out the treaty. 

Eastern European nations, 
who have to live doser to foe 
former Soviet Union, are even 


more alarmed than tbe West. 

NATO allies, particularly tbe 
United States, have made dear 
that further cooperation and aid 
to former Soviet republics will 
depend on them meeting arms 
contr ol obligations, including 
CFE. 

Russia and Ukraine are the key 
players and have been at odds 
over how to divide up tbe tanks 
and other hardware of the ooce- 
mighty Soviet Armed Forces li- 
mited by the treaty. 

Most of the problems still to be 
resolved concern geographical 
limits which set out how much 
equipment can be deployed in 
different areas. 


Russia and other republics are 
arguing over bow to divide up 
military equipment in foe so- 
called “flank zones,” in Trans- 
caucasia, where nationalist and 
ethnic tensions run high, and in 
heavily-militarised northern 
Russia. 

The countries involved have 
agreed to hold an extraordinary 
conference to complete tbe work 
on CFE in Oslo next month, 
coinciding with a meeting of 
NATO foreign ministers. 

The treaty is supposed to come 
into force by the time the 52- 
nation Conference on Security 


arms control, until now the pre- 
serve of NATO and tbe now- 
defenct Warsaw Pact. 

But* a failure to implement 
CFE would mean the end of 
current Vienna talks on reducing 
troop levels in Europe and under- 
mine any other arms control 
proposals, diplomats say. 

A NATO spokesman said Fri- 
day’s meeting, the latest in a 
.series, hoped a conference of tile 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIA) in Tashkent next 
week would make farther prog- 
ress. 

He added: “There was general 
agreement that important ques- 
tions remain to be settled .... the 
need was stressed to resolve the 
outstanding issues.” 


Algeria 


and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) holds a summit in Hel- 


(CSCE) holds a summit in Hd- 
sinlri on July 9. . 

CSCE, a security forum that 
links all European states with the 
United States and Canada, will 
then take over responsibility for 


(Coatinoed from page 1) 
from the ministry in 1987. 

APS said the tribunal also 
ordered detained a colonel, the 
former budget director, and a 
civilian formerly in charge of 
general administration at the 
presidency. 

“Tbe men, yesterday still un- 
touchables, are answering or 
befog called today to answer for 
their actions before the judges,” 
A) Watan newspaper said in an 
editorial on Sunday^ 

Mr. Beujedid and other ex- 
president, Ahmad Ben Bella, 
ousted in a 1965 coop, are on tbe 
fringe of the growing corruption 
scandal. 


three months of 1992, and a total 
of 97 since the clandestine units 
began operations in 1988. 

while conceding that many of 
the fugitives “have blood on 
their hands,” Mr. Levy famed 
that “the worst of criminals are 
not hunted down in the kind of 
campaign now in course in the 
occupied territories.” Mir. Levy 
charged that “while tbe old public 
debate about the death penalty 
for terrorists goes on Israeli 
Army soldiers axe already car- 
rying out what tbe extreme right 
has not dreamed of demanding: 
the death sentence for terrorists, 
without law or trial.” Mr. Levy 
concluded his artide with the 
wanting that present policy will 
drive the aimed fugitives to de- 
speration: “Those who have no- 
thing to lose, other titan death at 
foe hands of a Duvdevan 
ambush, will adopt desperate 
ads.” 


Etimelechs and their testimony. 
An examining officer appointed 
to investigate the Dura incident 
found that the Duvdevan soldiers 
“acted according to orders, both 
in shooting at the masked men. 
and towards the Arab inhabitant. 
Musa Rujib, and his Israeti visi- 
tors.” The officer dismissed the 
Etimelechs* account as "inconsis- 
tent” and “lacking in credibility ” 
Unofficially, ‘ ‘military sonrees- 
” condemned David Efimelech as 
"a liar,” seizing upon a brief 
prison term he served ten years 
ago to tar him with “a criminal 
record.” 

Under this concentrated bar- 
rage of official hostility, foe 


jolted public debate out of its 
conventional rut. Clearly the epi- 
sode bad shaken Israeli opinion, 


meat fell back on blanket white- 
washing. Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens blandly claimed 
that “policy on the use of 
firearms has remained in the 
main unchanged.” But a journal- 
ist citing sources in the military 
attorney’s office claimed that 
policy had indeed been changed, 
though some of the more draconian 
measures demanded by senior 
officers had been “toned down.” 
Officialdom resorted to panic 
measures in a bid to discredit foe 


hitherto anonymous Etimelechs 
reacted in disparate faduoo. 
David, insisting that his account 
was accurate, refused to accept- 
foe findings of foe examining 
officer and approached the Inter- 
national Red Cross to investigate 
the “whitewashing.” But his wife 
appeared to flater under the 
ordeal. Interviewed by a foreign 
television ere, she declared 
hopelessly: “Never again win we 
protest. It’s better to see a person 
dead and not say anything.” 
^Pursuing the same issue, tbe 
Israeli peace group Yesb Gratis 
contesting the Supreme Court’s 
refusal to consider a petition re- 


use of firearms in foe occupied 
territories. Civil rights lawyer 
Avigdor Feldman, representing 
Yesh GvuJ member Yoav Hess, 
bad approached the court to de- 
dare existing orders illegal; foe 


judges rejected his petition out- 
right, without however publishing 


foe reasons for their find! 
Middle East Internationa!. 


LETTERS 


Spare us the agony 


To die Editor: 


Farther to the letter of Mr. W. Sadi, published in your May 5. 
1992, issue on the law of prohibiting smoking in public places, I 
would like to share with you the suffering I experienced during a 
journey from Aqaba to Amman on board of a JETT coach on one 
of its regular trips. 

During the trip, at least half of the occupants were smokers. 
Non-smokers were forced to inhale foe thick amounts of smoke 
douds circulating in foe confined areas of the coach . For example, 
a gentleman sitting next to me smoked eight cigarettes during this 
foinhour tnp. A ninth was lit a few minutes before reaching 
JETT offices in AbdaJi. In front of me was a mother with three 
children. I really felt sorry for these children as their mother 
contributed generously in prolonging our suffering. During the - 
last part of foe tnp, a wet handkerchief was covering my face in 
on J*LJ5? ease 1116 burning in my eyes, nose and throat. 

JETT runs a very efficient punctual, clean and comfortable 
service. In the past, travellers were given a choice between 
boarding smoking prohibited or smoking allowed coaches. Till 

ISiSL/S? ^„ a l nn0Uncin § the sch^ule of their smoking 
prohibited in All hangs on foe wall in their offices in Abdali. . 

«ir2.°lf pp!, ?i le ” - waf the of ticket salesman when 1 
asked for a ticket in a smoking prohibited coach. 

i call for the firm implementation of the law prohibiting 
■ public areas. This law is the shield that will {noted our 
Hft *2!*™**^ nor,-sn,0 kers are being 

* kC P ° ,nt by a £ arette brandishing fellow 

smok e-kmng fans should 
XjSJV® Pe ^^ fro " 1 coking for a few hours; or, at least, 
should be seated in foe rear end of foe coach. 


S.M. Dqjani, 
P.O. Box SOI, 
Amman. 


P; 
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To tbe Editor: 


A better world 


play was a remarkable beginning of an experiment we hone would 
continue every year. Light for our faturei SouM S 

^2Sd iSf n presented - dre^^ff world 

mistakes of adults will not be repeatS ^ 

foeir hopes and genuine in SPSi* ."“T - " 




Lara Musa Omari, 
P.O. Box 4439, 
Amman. 


v'Tj., . 

ft*. 






I 



JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, MAY 11, 1992 $ 


-V- 


or s.::***^ 

** i.p. "i.% 

** Wc..,-' : y>'. 

,yT*- 
,; "«v 

« *o:c^ 

r r “‘- 

** vor;»* , **■!: 

** ^•■'Oc.j ^ 
aaf 

* Vr.r r .- '-■*!• 

i m . . 




. •. "' • -i! 

n 

; 1 ■■ — c- 

: ’■• • 






agon? 


Jordan 

(Continued from page I) 

• roles to tbc Arabs?" 

■ The refuse meeting in Ottawa 
.which Syria and Lebanon will also 
iboycoti, is one of five meetings 
; taking place in the next two weeks 
-to complement the main Middle 
‘East peace negotiations. 

; Dr. Anani said Jordan, which 
: hosts 1.4 miffioo refugees and tfis- 
•pbced persons from two Arab- 
(Israel wan, win also raise its quest 
I for “a better quality of life for 
■refugees until they are entitled to 
; exercise their U.N.-designated 


I 


! The 1.4 million figure includes 
560,000 refugees who fled their 
•homes from prc-1948 Palestine and 

■around 820,000 wbo omw to Jor- 
dan during the 1967 war when the 
[West Sank was united with the 
• East Bank and therefore arc reg- 
istered as displaced persons. 

. Some Arab countries often re- 
; fused the refugees even token 
(dtizenship rights after of 

[residence. Most of the ZS mfllion 
■officially registered Palestinian re- 
‘.fugecs and another 500,000 “dfe- 
■ptacetP’ persons travel on refugee 
"documents. 

According to Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi, the 
Palestinians consider the refugee 
issue to be the moat crudal part of 
tiw multilaterals. The rights of 
refugees, she said, “are not subject 
to compromise." 

The “right of return” as embo- 
died in Resolution 194 was sup- 
ported by the U.S. at the time. But 
when State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tntwiler was 
asked this week whether the U.S. 
still supported it, she «a»d she 
didnot know and had been unable 
to find out 

Dr. Anani, wbo leaves for Cana- 
da Monday, said die delegation 
will also focus on Jordan's role in 
the absorption of refugees and 
displaced persons. 

■ In addition to absorbing tbc two 
waves of refugees since 1948, Jor- 
dan is now grappling with an influx 
of over 300,000 returnees forced 
out of the Gulf countries as a result 
.of the Gulf war. 

“Jordan cannot cope with more 
refugees and the process is still 
. going on and there is no reversal,** 
said Dr. Anani. 

From 1972 until now, Jordan has 
spent over $2 billion to improve 
services in the 10 camps across the 
country. This figure excludes funds 
spent on services and iafra3 t ru c- • 
ture in other areas where refugees 

live with the rest of the population. 

Jordan will also press for com- 
pensation for itself for past and 
’ future health care and other ser- 
vices. 

Asked bow the absence of three 
major countries at the meeting wiD 
affect the- cfiscasaoas, Dr. Anani 
■aid; “We had hoped those who. 
boyootted would attend but it is.SBT 
ongoing process and those who do 
not join rain join the bandwagon 
.later- I do not think their absence 
. wDl be detrimental at this stage.** 

Israel is boycotting the talks 
; because it objects to the participa- 
■' don of Palestinians from outride 
-'the occupied territories. Syria and 
•< Lebanon will not attend muhilater- 
./ ah talks until they see progress in 
- bOateral negotiations, according to 
their spokespexonB. 

kf — J— « If <71, !«. nr , M |- m... a M it 
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: Refugees 

' (Continued from page 1) 

■ Palestine, Bed to the West Barrie’, 
! Gaza, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. 
1 They settled in U.N.-supplied tents 
! and waited to be allowed to return 
; to their homes after the ceasefire 
‘ agreements between the Arab 
; states and brad were signed. They 

• waited for 20 years — initially. 

In 1967 many of the refugees in 

• the West Bank fled again from the 
; invading Israeli army — this time 

to Jordan. 

The Palestinian refugee oom- 
■’ muBty numbers 950,000 m Jordan, 
300,000 m Syria and 290,000 in 

• Lebanon with almost one million 


still in camps in the West Bank and 

Gaza Strip. 

The details are many; the fi- 
gures, numbers and Legal docu- 
mentation even more. The more 
eloquent and educated refugee 

representatives will pot forth their 
case for the first time in 40 years at 
the international forum in Ottawa 
this week. 

A Paris-based Palestinian intel- 
lectual, Dr. Efie San bar, has been 
nominated to lead the Palestinian 
delegation to tbe Ottawa talks. He 
will be joined by West Bank uni- 
versity Professor Saleem Taman. 
Both Dr. Saubar and Mr. Taman 
are originally from pro-1948 Pales- 
tine and are both Christians. The 
choice of the two reflects the im- 
portance to the Palestinians of the 
refugee issue, a Palestinian official 
in Amman says. “We are sending 
our brightest and oar best to Otta- 
wa. On tins issue in particular we 
cannot but present our case with 
our stars. ** 

But not all Palestinian refugees 
are professors or intellectuals. 
Those in the camps will not be in 
Ottawa, but they too have their 
representatives — and story. 

At 40 years of age Sahva Yousef 
a a red-faced, plump mother of 6 
children and grandmother of two. 
She sweeps her small living room 
quickly before she allows guests to 
enter and calls cm her 15-year-dd 
daughter Maha to make some tea 
with mint leaves. 

Ms. Yousef, like most residents 
of refugee camps all over the Arab 
World, is eager to talk. She has 
spoken to many foreign visitors 
about Palestine, she says. Once she 
even spoke before a camera. 
“They were from Holland,” she 
recalls. 

But all the photographers and 
cameras have not solved tbe prob- 
lem, she says, so she will do some 
more explaining. 

“We want to go back and we 


won’t leave the camp uw 1 *m it is to 
return to where we came from,” 
says Ms. Yousef as if anticipating 
the questions she might be asked. 

She was bora in Jordan not in 
Palestine or today’s West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. “Yes, I was bora 
in Jordan, but I was bon a re- 
fugee,” rim says unwaveringly. “I 
and my brothers and sisters were 
robbed of our birth right and now 
they warn to rob us of the right of 
return — we will not allow it.” 

None, she says, has the right to 
“negotiate” on her behalf unless it 
is to negotiate her return — aright 
the U.N. has given her and other 
Palestinians. “We know what they 
want,” she says of those involved 
in the peace process. "They want 
to boy ns off for a few dollars. Do 
they think we lived in dirty camps 
all our lives so we can get a few 
dollars; they are crazy, they are all 
crazy.” 


Ms. Yousef was referring to the 
rs, including 
Palestinians, and Israelis and talk 


Arab negotiators 


that the refugee problem will be 
solved through monetary com- 
pensation for the refugees in return 
of a waiver of thdr right to return. 

U.N. Resolution 194, consi- 
dered to be the reference resolu- 
tion on refugee rights, does men- 
tion that tbe refugees have the 
right to monetary co m p e n sation if 
they c hoose to forgo their right of 
return. 

Four generations of Palestinian 
refugees, however, have chosen to 
insist on their right of return. 

Talk of monetary comp ensa tion 
has indeed angered tbe refugees. 

“We are sick and tired of being 
told to be patient,” says Moham- 
mad Awad, of the Baqaa camp 
south of Amman. “Every a 
U.N. official came they told us 
something would happen soon and 
they have been saying this since I 
was a child and nothing has hap- 


pened.” says the 55-year-old tailor. 
Bora in a village near Acre, m 
whai is now northern Israel, Mr. 
Awad was a child when his parents 
fled tbe fighting in what was then 
northern Palestine to the West 
Bank 

After the 1948 war his family 
was refused reentry to the ares 
that were controlled by bad. On 
the wall of his three-room bouse 
hangs a key tin be says b the only 
remaining evidence, along with a 
land deed, that his family had 
come from Palestine. 

“We heard that our village was 
destroyed,” he says recounting 
tales be has heard since chfidbood. 
Tbe Awad frm3y lived until 1967 in 
one of the large refugee camps set 
up in tbe Jericho region by tbe 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). “In 1967 we 

fled again. Ever since I can remem- 
ber we were always on tbc run — 
always running to another camp," 
he says listlessly. 

Taro of his brothers left Jordan 
for Lebanon in 1970 with Palesti- 
nian fighters. 

They and their families ended up 
in Lebanon where over 300,000 
refugees still five in camps. 

Marwa A1 Khali! is A wad's 
neighbour. She says that the nw* 
talks are good for nothing if they 
do not solve the refugee issue. 

"The whole conflict between us 
and Israel is over two things: “Our 
right to return and an end of their 
hegemony over us,” Ms. Khalil 
says, explaining tbe root of 40 
years of conflict. “If they don’t 
deal with these issues the are 
useless." 

Do these refugees and their 
compatriots in Lebanon, Syria and 
other places believe that there will 
be a solution.” 

“Not with Shamir,” says Mr. 
Awad. referring to the Israeli 
prime minister. “He bates us and 
does not want peace — he wants 
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war.” 

Eventually, Ms. Khalil adds, “if 
there is no peace there will be 
another war.” 

Will they move again? Would 
they accept to have Israeli 
nationality if they were allowed to 
return to their homes which are 
now in Israel 

“I am not sure they would give it 
(the right of return) to us anyway 
says Ms. Khalil. 

Sic thinks a moment and adds: 
“If we can live as equals, I don’t 
m in d ; I'D go back and take an 
Israeli passport, but they have to 
write under nationality that I am a 
Palestinian.” 


Holy shrines 

(Continued from page 1) 

Recalled on the occasion was 
the contribution of tbe Late King 
Hussein Ben Ali, leader of the 
Great Arab Revolt, who offered 
25,000 golden liras for the recon- 
struction of tbe holy places, Pet- 


ra, said. 

According to the committee 
members, Jordan has spent more 
than JD 164 million for tbe res- 
toration of holy places since 1948. 

Reviewing the committee’s 
plans, they said tender docu- 
ments for the renovation of the 
holy shrines were completed in 
1987 but implementation of the 
plans was disrupted by eruption 
of tbe Palestinian uprising since 
foreign companies were hesitant 
to accept the contract against the 
backdrop of the violent revolt 
against occupation and the abs- 
ence of competent companies in 
Arab and Islamic countries. 

Contracts were refloated in 
1991 and 15 foreign companies, 
came forward, they said. Five of 
* them were prequalified and their 
offers are expected to be evalu- 
ated not later than June 16. Work 
is expected to be completed in 
two years. 

Although many Arab and Isla- 


mic countries had been constant 
supporters of the project, none 
except Jordan made good its 
promises to support it, they said. 

Uic King pledged his full sup- 
port for tbe committee and would 
make a personal contribution to 
its work, Petra said. 


Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israel Television said the Jew- 
ish state was boycotting the re- 
fugee and economic sessions de- 
spile a last-minute plea from U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
that it put aside objections to the 
inclusion of Palestinian exiles at 
those two sessions. 

Sources dose to the talks said 
Mr. Baker sent a letter to Israeli 
Foreign Minster David Levy this 
week which sought to assure him 
that the meetings would not turn 
into occasions for bitter denun- 


ciations of Israel. 

Mr. Baker told a delegation Qt 
American Jews earlier this week 
that tbe United States would even 
block discussion of tbe Palesti-. 
nian “right of return” at the 
Ottawa refugee session. 

Washington supported United 1 
Nations General Assembly Re-! 
solution 194 in 1948 that embo- 
died the rights of Palestinian re- 
fugees to return. 

A foreign ministry spokes- 
woman said Israel’s delegation on 
disarmament was to go to 
Washington Sunday and tbe team 
for water talks, in Vienna would 
leave on Monday. The departure 
of the group to Tokyo environ- 
ment talks has yet (o be set. 

Yosef Ha das, director-general 
of the foreign ministry, said Israel 
objected to “setting such prece- 
dents” by changing the terms for 

Palestinian participation. 

“We are ready to discuss the < 
refugee issue,” he said. 
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66 As official distributors and agents for one 
of the giants of the computer industry, 
we look on DHL's Worldwide Parcel 
Express service as our direct link to the 
computer company's storeroom in Europe. 

Modem computers have so many 
components which hardly ever break down, 
so to keep them all in stock would be im- 
practical. However, when a system 
costing hundreds of thousands of dollars 
does develop a fault, we have to act quickly. 
A faxed order to the computer firm in 
Europe and DHL gets the part here almost 
as quickly as our engineers can strip down 
the malfunctioning computer." 

Mr. Hastiim Samara 
General Manager 
Computer Communications Systems (CCS). 


Managers take their business seriously. 
They know the big difference th3t using 
DHL’s air express services can make - a 
difference that can add up to millions ! 
That's why DHL takes its air express 
services seriously. 

Seriously enough to invest continually in 
staff development computer tech- 
nology and service infrastructure. 


DHL has the most extensive shipment 
tracking computer network in the 
Middle East, multi-million dollar airport 
facilities, unrivalled customs clearance 
and exclusive access to the SNAS 
fleet of aircraft. 

With the world's largest network of 
1 . 500 offices in 1 92 countries, customer 
shipments never leave DHL's control 


from collection to their final delivery 
The results are senous advantages - 
superior speed, reliability and peace 
of mind .. that's the real difference 
when using DHL Worldwide Express. 



WORUJWttJE EXPRESS ’ 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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Packing, shipping, g 
forwarding, storage, I 
clearing, door-to-door 1 
service g 

Air, Sea and Land 
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The first a best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle; Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts Schod 

Open daily 1240-3:30 
p.m. 

6‘30-Midnight 

Te§.§3&$$ 


P£Ki NC 1 f’StSTrturtflNT 




* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
rrished. 

|* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please] 
- call 

lAhdonn teal 


fTeL 8106 05, 818609, 
■■■■■■ax: 819520. 


' CHEN’S •> 
CHINESE 
. RESTAURANT 

• Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Birbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
' specialities 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servtcfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO p koto 

30% 


* Frmm malar 
20 x 30 


Shroetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 . 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


[ MANDARIN BESTAPRAWTl 

Special ffiiest Foods 
SUBed Chinese Chefs 

\Opea ltX-3-JO A 60. U1& <Myj 

Taira rn m my It uwHiMi 

Wadi Saqra Road 
. near Philadelphia Hotel 

Iti tnta, Anvii 
fr sue Tasted 

kAhwinxI/iy ,j g 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQ 


Q0D 


Sandi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


IIAKOTEL 

'Jj£<|lfl= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAflOTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN. 

TRAVEL -TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 


Tel 837586/084382 

FAX 963-6-610198 
■Ktofl Hussein Street -Amman 





YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
A- Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

frUpholstiy. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Brandies at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
UM-BM* 18-30 -2330 

Tel: 03-314415 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 015060 - 015061 




Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


SELLY DANCING 


Res:BB512T 
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Sabatint wins Italian title AC Milan 40 cars register for 


ROME (R) — Argentine Gab- 
riels Sabatini beat world number 
<}oe Monica Seles in the final of 
the women's Italian Open for die 
second successive year Sunday. 

! Her 7-5 64 victory gave the 
second-seeded Argentine a 
fourth title here in the past five 
years and delighted her host of 
YOung Roman fans. 

Seles led 5-2 in the first set and 
bad three set points at 5-4 which 
she hailed to convert, allowing 
Sabatini to fight back to take the 
set 7-5 in 62 minutes. 

The Yugoslav then made a 
strong start to the second set and 
raced into a 3-1 lead. 

But Sabatini again rallied to 3-3 
and secured the key break in the 
ninth game to set up a repeat of 
her straight sets win in 1991 in 
just under two hours. 

It was only the second defeat 
this year for the 18-year-old 
Seles. 

Sabatini played some superb 
drop shots but the left-handed 


Yugoslav lacked her usual relent- 
less accuracy from the baseline. 

“The public gave me a great 
deal of help as they always do 
here,” said Sabatini. who has 
made this day-court tournament 
virtually her own. 

“I had some bad lock in the 
first set and did not play especial- 
ly well then,” she added. 

“Monica was not at her best in 
the second set but I mixed my 
game up very well and forced her 
to make mistakes." 

The two top seeds produced an 
exciting encounter on a sunny, 
blustery day which in part made 
up for some very ordinary tennis 
the rest of the week. 

Late Saturday, Sabatini beat 
American Mary Joe Fernandez 
6-2 6-3 in the second semifinal to 
set up a repeat of last year's final 
against Seles. 

Sabatini again delighted her 
host of young Roman fans with her 
comfortable win over fourth seed 


Fernandez. 

But the American, who strug- 
gled against German Anke Hu- 
ber on Friday night, was again 
below her best ana the match was 
a disappointing spectacle. 

Meanwhile the men’s Italian 
Open tennis tournament has lost 
two of its star attractions with the 
withdrawal of world number two 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden and 
American Andre Agassi. 

Organisers of next week’s 
tournament said Saturday the 
pair had decided not to take up 
wild card places they had earlier 
requested. 

A wild card had also been 
earmarked for American John 
McEnroe but he, too, will not be 
coming to Rome. 

McEnroe's younger brother 
Patrick and Italian quartet Diego 
Nargiso, Claudio Pistolesi, Paolo. 
Cane and Cristiano Caratti have 
all been assigned wild cards for 
the day-court tournament. 


takes title 


| ROME (AP) — AC Milan won 
its 12th Italian League First- 
Division title on Sunday and first 
since 1S88, using a 38th-minute 
goal by Frank Rijkaard to earn a 
1-1 draw with Napoli. 

The draw also brought Milan 
within one match Fiorcotina’s 36- 
year-old record of 33 league 
games without a loss, a mark the 
red and black can equal next 
week at Verona. 

Milan improved to 20-12-0 and 
52 points, six more than second- 
place Juventus with just two 
games remaining. At Parma on 
Sunday, Juventus played to a 
scoreless draw. 

In other games Sunday: AS 
Roma downed AscoH 1-0; Cre- 
mooese upset foternazkmale of 
Milan 2-0; Foggia beat Lazio of 
Rome 2-1; Sampdoria of Genoa 
defeated Fiorentina 2-0; Cagliari 
and Bari tied 0-0; and Atalanta of 
Bergamo beat Verona 3-1. 


Jordan Rally 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Forty care 
have so far registered for the 
Jordan International Rally orga- 
nised by the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ) as part of 
the Middle East Rally Cham- 
pionship on May 21-22, according 
to a dob p re s s release Sunday. 

The statement said there are 24 
cars which comply with the cur- 
rant world rally regulations in 
groups N and A which is the 
largest number ever in a Middle 
East Rally. In addition there are 
16 cars of various types which 
comply with the old Group B or 
which are unclassified. These will 
be grouped separately and will 


run together with a separate clas- 
sification and wOl have separate 
awards. 

Most of the leading Jordanian 
drivers will be competing includ- 
ing Ham Bisharat who has been 
absent from the rally scene for 
some time. However, as notable 
absentee will be Issa Halabi, win- 
ner of last month’s National Ral- 
ly, who does not have a competi- 
tive car at his disposal, the state- 
ment said. 

The Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan voiced satisfaction at the 
high quality entry and the grati- 
fyingly lazge number of cars that 
will be taking part. 


Norris stops Taylor 
to retain WBC title 


Edberg, Stich reach German Open final 


HAMBURG, Gernjany (R) — 
Boris Becker suffered one of his 
most demoralising defeats on 
home soil when he was trounced 
6-1 6-1 by Michael Such in the 
German Open semifinals Sunday. 

Stich, who beat fellow German 
Becker at Wimbledon last year to 
win his first Grand Slam title, 
played some superb serve-and- 
volley tennis ou the slow day 
court to triumph in just 71 mi- 
nutes. 

Playing just 30 kilometres from 
his home town of Elmsbom, Stich 
gave one of the best perform- 
ances of his career to reach Mon- 
day’s final against Swedish top 
seed Stefan Edbeig. 

Earlier, the world number two 


had put a stop to Spaniard Carlos 
Costa's recent giant-kfiling, win- 
ning the rain-delayed quarterfinal 
7-5 7-6. 

“You can't play any better than 
that ,” Stich said as he left the 
court ahead of a dejected Becker. 

Hie three-times Wimbledon 
champion beat Stich at the World 
Championships in Frankfurt last 
November — their only other 
dash since Wimbledon. 

But Becker rarely threatened 
Stich Sunday as he suffered his 
worst defeat for more than three 
years. Becker last won only two 
games in a match when he played 
American Jay Berger in Indian 
Wells, California, in 1989. 

Becker’s loss will not help his 


preparations on clay for the 
French Open beginning later this 
month. 

Edberg, the top seed, put on a 
confident display of bis strong 
serve-and-volley game to win the 
match interrupted for 45 minutes 
in the second set by rain. 

Costa has had a superb year so 
far on the European day courts, 
winning file Estoril and Barcelo- 
na Opens and reaching the final 
of last week’s Madrid Open. He 
beat French Open runner-up 
Andre Agassi on his way to the 
semifinals. 

But the flamboyant Spaniard 
could not cope with Edbeig, who 
refuses to a bandon his natural 


game on the slow clay, although it 
is much better suited to faster 
courts. 

Edberg sealed his place in bis 
first day-court final since he lost 
to American Michael Chang in 
the French Open final in 1989. 
He has won only one clay-court 
event in his career, at Gstaad, 
Switzerland, in 1986. 

Edberg made a crucial break in 
the 11th game of the first set 
before serving out for the set 7-5 
in 53 minutes. He broke again in 
the first game of the second. 

Although Cbsta broke back 
and after the rain stoppage had a 
set point at 7-6 in the tiebreak, 
Edbeig kept his head to take the 
match 9-7 in the tiebreak. 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (R) — 
Terry Norris knocked down Mel- 
drick Taylor twice in the fourth 
round Saturday and retained his 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
super welterweight tide when the 
referee stopped the fight at two 
minutes, 55 seconds of the round. 

The quick, accurate and jarring 
right hands of Norris did all the 
damage. It was two rights to Che 
head that dropped Taylor, the 
current World Boxing Associa- 
tion welterweight champion, ear- 
ly in the fourth round. 

Mid-way through the round a 
right to tbe face and another on 
top of the head flattened Taylor. 

Then five rights to the head 
staggered Taylor, prompting re- 
feree Mills Lane to halt tbe sche- 
duled 12-round bout. 

Taylor's only other defeat was 
when Mexico’s Julio Cesar 


Chavez stopped him with just two 
seconds left in tbe 12th round of 
their fight in 1990. 

There was no chance Saturday 
that Norris would let Taylor last 
until the 12th round. The winner 
was simply too strong for bis 
opponent. 

After a slow start, Norris, an 
8-U2-S favourite, began landing 
punches in the second round. In 
the third round, be was scoring 
with left-right combinations, and 
in the fourth right hands hurt, 
knocked down and stopped 
Taylor. 

Norris, 24, making tbe seventh 
defence of the title he won in 
1990 by stopping John “the 
Beast” Mugabi of Nigeria, was 
never hurt by Taylor, 25. 

Taylor tried to get inside but 
was met by the barrage of rights 
that ended the bout. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

The ideal candidate would have had 5 years of 
experience working in a prestigious international 
or national organisation, a command of written 
and spoken ‘ English ’ English at native speaker 
level, and would be a Jordanian national, willing 
and able to work long and, at times, anti-social 
hours, and free to travel. 

This is a long term post in which the successful 
candidate will receive generous remuneration in 
accordance with experience and qualifications. 

In the first instance, please send your c.v. to 
P.O.Box 5036, Amman, together with a handwritten 
application in English. 


Australian wins Spanish 
Rangers Motorcycle Grand Prix 
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Scottish 
double 


GLASGOW (R) — Strike pair 
Mark H ateley and Ally McGoist 
fired Glasgow Rangers to the- 
Scottish Cup triumph that bad 
eluded them for 11 years when 
they beat Airdrie 2-1 in the final. 

Tbe twin marksmen lifted their 
combined total to 62 goals this 
season as Rangers completed the 
coveted league and cup double at 
Hampden Park for the first time 
since 1978. 

The final followed the pre- 
dicted script, with Rangers taking 
a convincing 2-0 lead, until Andy 
Smith's 81st-minute volley for 
Airdrie set up a blistering finish. 

But the underdogs could not 
force extra time and Rangers 
added the cup to their fourth 
successive league title. 

HateJey thrust Rangers on 
course with a typically ctinical 
finish at the near post after 30 
minutes, his 23rd goal of the 
season. 


JEREZ, Spain (R) — Australian 
Michael Doohan simply ran away 
with the Spanish 500cc Motorcy- 
cle Grand Prix Sunday to con- 
tinue his 100 per cent record this 
season. 

There was never any doubt 
about the outcome from the mo- 
ment tbe Honda rider, on pole 
position, made a lightning get- 
away and increased his lead over 
champion Wayrie Rainey by an 
average of nearly a second a Iqg. 

* American Ramey, on a Yama- 
ha. endured a lonely race to finish 


the 28-lap Grand Prix 18.991 
seconds behind Doohan in 
second place. 

Victory left Doohan the first 
rider since Italian Giacomo Agos- 
tini in 1972 to win the first four 
500oc Grand Prix of the season. 

The most exciting action was 
tbe battle for- third, with Briton 
NiaD Mackenzie snatching a -place 
on the rosfrum -after Spaniard 
A|ex Crivigp. took fc.oojniex .too 
fast and crashed within sight of 
tbe finish line. 


Italians 7 bad start hands 
first race to America3 



SAN DIEGO (AP)— n More Di 
Venezia was finished before it 
even started. ■ 

The Italian boat crossed the 
starting line early and was forced 
to go back and do it again. That 
gave America3 a 30-second head 
start in Saturday’s opening race 
of the America's Cup final, its 
eventual margin of victory. 

The second race of the best-of- 
7 finals is scheduled for Sunday. 

“That was really great,” 
America3 (America Cubed) 
primary helmsman Buddy Melges 
said. “I guess rt was all at the 
start. Over the line a little bit, 
that red boat? That make a differ- 
ence?” 

It sure did. 

All the millions of dollars and 
high-tech research couldn't avoid 
a simple human error — 0 Moro 
skipper Paul Cayard, a San Fran- 
cisco native, jumped the gun. 

He crossed the line three 
seconds before tbe starting gun 
and had to circle back to recross 
it. By the time be did, America3 
had its half-minute lead. 


Its advantage never dropped 
below that at the end of any of 
the eight legs on the 20.03- 
nautical mile course off Point 
Loma. sailed in winds from 8 to 
14 knots. 

II Moro got the lead back down 
to 30 seconds by winning the last 
three legs of a relatively quick 
race, lasting two hours, 21 mi- 
nutes, 45 seconds. 

The fact the competitors sailed 
evenly after the start left doubt 
about which boat was stronger 
after a seven-day lull since the 
semifinals. 

“Downwind we went beautiful- 
ly under any wind speed, which is 
what we had expected upwind,” 
said America3 syndicate presi- 
dent and backup helmsman Bill 
Koch. 

He wasn’t as pleased with his 
boat’s performance into the wind, 
the direction of three of the legs, 
but we “stayed even with (H 
Moro) and, at times, we could 
really shoot out on her. 

“We’re, how should I say, 
cautiously optimistic.” 





WELL, FORTY PER 

cent for food, 
thirty PERCENT 
FOR RENT. THIRTY 
PERCENT FOR CldWES 
AND TWENTY PER 
CENT AMUSEMENTS 1 




JUST A SECOND. 1 
HOW CAN YOU 7> 

SPEND 120 PER TNATS 

centvjhen^ju Right 

HAtfENT EVEN TOO? . 
SOT AN INCOME?-,/ — ' 


THEN WHY 
DO YOU 
WANNA 
MAKE OUT 
AN INCOME 
1W REPORT? 


tM TRY/N'lO 
FIGURE OUT 
HOW MUCH I 
SAVE BY NOT 
HAVIN’ AN 
\ INCOME!/ 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR 8HARF 
ATAMNAH HIRSCH 
OIBtf T*um Ma* SmeN. to. 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* 10 7 6 
<?Q96 
0AK76 

* 10 7 6 

WEST EAST 

♦KQJ95 443 
9J2 9$63 

0 Q 4 3 0 10 98 

♦ A Q 2 498643 

SOUTH 
6 A 8 2 
V A K 10 7 4 
0 J52 
4 K J 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 4 Pan Pan DU 

Pen 2 0 Pan 2 9 

Pan 3 9 Pan 4 9 

Pan Pan Pan 

Opening lead: King ‘of 4 
Everyone Hkes to hold mod cards. 
When we pick op a collection of 
garbage, the tendency to lose inter- 
est in the pro c eed ing s can be over- 
whelming. Had RiwA suffered from 
that malady, declarer would have 
s ne aked home in hia four- heart con- 
tract on this deaL 
Since a reopening bid of two 
hearts could be marin with a lax 
weaker hand, South corrector made 
a takeout double and then intro-, 
dneed the heart suit, wmfirmmg 
sound values. North had mnug h to 


JUST BAD ENOUGH 


raise and Sooth, perhaps enchanted 
with those stray jacks, went on to 

West led the king of spades and 
declarer was looking at five poten- 
tial losers- A mere giance at the he of 
the cards reveals that one loser 
could be avoided eerily, but the oth- 
er seemed insurmountable; South 
went feu one of the for legitimate 
chances available. 

Declarer docked the opening lead, 
won the jyd* contmnatfbn and 
cashed the ace and queen of trumps. 
Next came a spade from dummy 
and, had East carelessly discarded, 
declarer would have landed the 

game. 

In with a 'spade. West could not 
exit with a diamond— declarer 
would ion that to tbe jack and even- 
tually collect -four diamond tricks. If 
West exits with the ace of dobs and 
another, declarer wins and plays off 
sfl the trumps, West cannot 
hold both the queen of dubs and the 
queen of diamonds adequately 
guarded. A low dob exit leads to a 
si mila r position if declarer cashes 
out the trumps, and conceding a 
niff-stuff la equally unavailing. 

AH that became moot. East ruffed 
the third spade and a dub shift left 
declarer with no way to avoid hiring 
two tricks is that suit for down one. 
Paying attention can be profitable! 


FORECAST FOR. MONDAY MAY U, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: To- 
day is the perfect time to gather 
information you are going to use. 
You win need to set those worth- 
while plans in motion and to stop 
letting dust settle on them. Start 
moving forward. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Think about the personal condi- 
tions yon want tins morning, and 
channel your efforts to gain them 
while later you can get into busi- 
ness affairs for an upswing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider wefl your various secret 

goals and devise a workable plan to 
ain them while tonight yon are abler 
to Jet outside contacts be aware of 
them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
acquaintance fall of ideas gives you 
tbe answer to an issue troubling 
yon but then yon are able to get o ff 
with your romantic tie to finish a 
matter. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Inly 21) You can let a bigwig know 
of what yon can do to back his/her 
interesting new projects while you 
can do the same for friends 
tonight. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Start 
tbe day right by putting in motion 
your new inspiration for then the 
chance will be yours to get an 
influential person to ekf your 
worldly outlets. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 
22) Do what yon agreed to do for 
your dose attachment over the 


tobe off to some practical goals of 
your own. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Consult whh an outside how to 
make that new venture truly pro- 
ductive and then later yon can get 
into the actual details for yon to 
put in motion. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Wind up whatever new 
cour se that can make whatever 
yoor activities are easier and then 
yon find that an outride associate 
gives very helpful hints to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) In the morning get 
some new way to what meet please 
your dose attachment and then 
later you can wind up whatever 
tasks have been delaying your 
progress. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jammy 20) Put into effect quickly 
those weekend ideas for improving 
your dwelling and then you wifi be 
able to continue with that bobby 
you enjoy so much. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the morning to get 
quickly into statements, re port s 
and new projects after which you 
wonld be wise to attend to any and 
afl borne details. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Qnjddy put that advanced 
financial phut into a ctu al bang far 
then you win be able to be off to 
outride activities for yoor future 
advancement. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘See what I mean? Whenever I wear a 
tuxedo I look like a penguin!” 


THAFSCRAMBLEQ WORD GAME 
- by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four 


YEMON 


NAGET 


ETTORP 


UIDDEG 


Print answer hem: 



ON MONPAY&, MAN Y 
A MAN FOES HIS 
HARPEST WORK 
BEFORE BREAKFAST- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturdays 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TRULY PRIME FRIGID HITHER 

Answer 7hat rnfddte-of-the-roader makes enemies -- - • 
RIGHT AND LEFT 


THE Daily Crossword w 


Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Has status 
8 Hood 


ISSowidof 

merriment 

16 Moon goddess 

17 Take pleasure In 

18 The Red 

19 "Exodus" 


author 

ZOFutie 

22 C&mb 

23 Lode tor 

24 Movable home 
26 FuB house sign 
29 Play DgMy (with) 
SOABght 

31 Scads 
33 Lockets 

37 It wine center 

38 To pieces 

40 Pistol 

41 Travel need 

43 Mowitaln home 

44 Amerce 

45 Batter 

47 Intimidate 

48 Certaki fighting 
men 

51 Ontario's 
neighbor 

53 Maxim 

54 Charged with 
malfeasance 

59 Aston river 

60 Faineant 

61 Jaded 
62DWy 

63 Rubs, river 

64 — tovar (viral 


mmmm anas 


aai i 

ana 






65 Kennedy 
matriarch 

66 Mira entrance 

67 Anesthetic 

DOWN 

1 Shoal 

2 PartaWng to 


3 Ballet skirt 

4 Cases tor small 


5 Some groups 

6 Brazen 

7 Paddies 

8 US artist 
SFbnodu— .W*. 

10 Make deta- 
il Pastoral 

12 OW-womantah 

13 Beam type 

21 Zbdhcfion 

22 Grit 

25 Speak violently 

26 Cuff 

27 Painter Sonfieur 

28 Food tor Dobbin 

32 Mar 

33 Kind of hand 

34 Certain officer 
36 Combo 
36 Mulligan- 
SBEweSent 

39 Led the meeting 

tUZSZOL "A Bell for — - 

2™**! 50 Respiratory 

jSOoaoaln saurata* 

46 You — There" 52 Gtorv 
48 City official 651(2? 


Puzzle Solved: 


RKHE npona nnnn 
ranunn nnnn 

ociiin 

HHgnnnnncinnnrcrin 
nnn mnnfl 

mnmnn nanRn nnn 

nnr.n 

nip nun 

nnnnn 
ujIidb nnn nno 

□nnn nmnran nsnr 
natin npnnn nnnn 


56 jumble 

57 Being 

58 Cherished 
60 Once — blue 
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IBM Japan tells 
staff to work less 

M «»« « *ts Japanese subsidiary 

, ° setanerampi,: '^ 

i - 873th “ ye8rfrom 

It wane to achieve 1 ,800 annua! working hours by 1994 and wants 

>“«<* 17 toys thi, yar. up f«®, 

Tbe government is encouraging Japanese to work less. 

Many people do not take even the paid holidays to which they are 
omtiedand Japan — where death by overwork has its own word, 
isedcountry ° 3S ^ * on ® es ^ working hours of any major mdostrial- 

. .9*^ sales division will ask executives and managers to take the 
initiative in going on paid vacations to set a good example. 

It will set np a "vacation help desk" to support those wanting to 
take time off. 6 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan limes 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(May 4 - May 8, 1992) 

AMMAN -- After witnessing substantial fluctuations, tfce dollar 
the week rallc changed from levels witnessed at the end of the previous 
week against most major currencies. The Swiss franc continued its 
recent sbde and ended the week 1.6 per cent lower against the dollar, 
however. 

The d ollar rebounded from its decline the previous week Monday. Its 
appreciation materialised, along with a stock market rally, as tension in 
Los Angeles began to subside. The dollar thus ended at its highest levels 
of the week against European currencies at 1 .6470 marks and SI. 7785 to 
the pound sterling. 

Tuesday witnessed a dollar relapse, however. Transactions were 
concentrated on tbe crosses, as dealers avoided dollar positions 
ahead of U.S. money supply and employment Genres at the end of the 
week. 

The dollar dropped to its lowest levels of tbe week Wednesday, 
dosing in New York at 1.6287 marks, 132,25 yen and at $1.7975 to the 
pound. Speculation about the possibility of further monetary easing in 
the U.S. hurt tbe dollar. The on-going strike by public workers in 
Germany fueled specuattiou of higher German interest rates »«rf 
boosted tbe mark, on the other hand. 

After reb ounding Thursday, tbe dollar continued to rise in New York 
Friday, inspired by tbe release of a better than expected U.S. report. 

Despite tbe positive data, observers doubt that the dollar will 
continue its rally this week. Wide tbe data seems to have checked the 
dollar's sfide in the short-term, many observers believe the Fed will be 
doaeiy w atrhing money supply figures in tbe next few weeks. They 
m a int a in ed that if growth in the monetary ag gn-g»tyg iw nt hmwi to be 
ma int a ined that to be disappointing, farther monetary eyeing jq the U S. 
cannot be ruled out. 

m Ywrit-Onsteg Hate far IbjorCnrmdn Ag^nt tbs 


Currency 


1/5/1992 

Close 


1.7865 


1.6405 


8/5/1992 

Close 




| 1.7905 


i mnm 

- 0.20 % 

1.5253 

msm 

5.5253 .. 

. tuo % 

133.37 

- 0.50 % 



Currency 


U.S. 



Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


laUrfeank feM rale* for 


Currency 


U.S. 



1-Year l%l 

3.81 

4.56 

10.37 

10.25 

9-68 

9.62 

8.81 

8.31 

9.93 

9.90 

’ 6.71 

4.5 9 



■at* ruicAw t'A D»*»rv 1.000. OM or equivalent. 
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Offer 



Tel: 677420^ 

COliCORD 


CRYSTAL HEART 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 830. Hk30 p.m. 


A1 Mashinl Theatre 


Wait 

For The Next Attraction 





Jordan to shine on Visa map in July 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Visa card full ser- 
vices will be relaunched in Jordan 
in July, according to Saeed Sbu- 
qom, executive manager of Jor- 
dan Payment Services Company 
(JPSC). 

JPSC, a relatively new institu- 
tion set up by five Jordanian 
banks with a Jl>500,000 capital, 
will be tbe Visa processing centre 
in the Kingdom as it will coordin- 
ate tbe operations between banks 
while bring connected to Visa 
International, Mr. Sbuqom told 
the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Shuqom explained that 
Visa International is an interna- 
tional payment system which has 
a network of 22,000 banks worl- 
dwide. 

These banks, he pointed out, 
form the Visa International which 
is a membership organisation 
aiming at developing the infras- 
tructure system for payments on 
advanced technological basis. 

Mr. Shuqom said tbe former 
Petra Bank bad a principal mem- 
bership in Visa and, as leader in 
the Middle East in this type of 
business, tbe former genera! 
manager of Petra Bank enjoyed a 
seat on the Visa board in Lon- 
don. 

The JPSC executive manager 
praised Petra Bank for the initia- 
tive of introducing and launching 


Visa in Jordan in the early 1980s 
and credited tbe bank for being 
the fizst institution to upgrade the 
operations with the most modern 
technological systems. 

However, Mr.' Shuqom was 
quick to dissociate Visa's "dear 
image'' from Petra Bank's tar- 
nished image. 

“The Visa operations in Jordan 
progressed and overcame difficul- 
ties hindering its success because 
of the dedication and devotion of 
the staff members who worked in 
that division,” be elaborated. 

Asked which were the major 
problems Visa International had 
encountered while being handled 
by Petra Bank. Mr. Sbuqom 
mentioned the following draw- 
backs: 

1. Tbe extreme aggressiveness 
Petra Bank had adopted in laun- 
ching and promoting Visa ser- 
vices by issuing cards on a large 
scale without consideration to a 
citizen's financial capability; 

2. The absence of a manage- 
ment information system which 
weakened very much tbe bank's 
control of its wide network of 
clients and agents. 

3. Tbe resistance which some 
local banks bad mounted against 
the scheme and their refusal to 
cooperate with the Visa system 
just because it was handled by 


Petra Bank and, in some cases, 
because they thought some top 
management cadres were not 
knowledgeable about this kind of 
business. 

Mr. Shuqom said Visa card 
circulation in Jordan shrunk after 
the collapse of Petra Bank but tbe 
Kingdom was never declared a 
non-Visa country. 

He pointed out that the former 
Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI) in Amman 
partially served by accepting Visa 
cards for some time, in the after- 
math of the Petra Bank demise. 
Some merchants, on the other 
hand, continued to accept Visa 
cards having secured tbe coopera- 
tion of banks outride Jordan. 

Tbe Gulf war climate and the 
resulting sharp decline in tourism 
and business activities have kept 
the demand on Visa in Jordan 
very low until last year when 
pressure to relaunch Visa Inter- 
national system began to grow. 

"We started receiving many 
complaints from Visa card hol- 
ders. I was even shocked that one 
day it was the minister of tourism 
on the telephone wanting to 
know the status of Visa in Jordan 
to be able To answer the high 
volume of queries he was receiv- 
ing," Mr. Shuqom said. 

Under such circumstances, an 
initiative by Cairo Amman Bank 
and Arab Banking Corporation/ 
Jordan to reorganise and reacti- 


vate the Visa card operations in 
Jordan won the approval of three 
local banks to participate jointly 
in the form of a consortium to 
carry on the project. 

As such, Mr. Shuqom said, 
Cairo Amman Bank, the Housing 
Bank, Arab Banking 
Corporation/Jordan, the Arab 
Jordan Investment Bank and Jor- 
dan Investment and Finance 
Bank (JTFB) formed JPSC, the 
equity of which was spread at 
JD1 12,500 for each of the banks, 
except JIFB which invested 
JD50.000. 

According to Mr. Shuqom. 
JPSC will be the processing cen- 
tre acting in-between the banks 
on the one hand and the Visa 
International regional quarters in 
London on the other. 

He mentioned that JPSC would 
be arranging agreements with 
merchants in Jordan on behalf of 
the banks and that it would also 
be tbe party to control any "card 
ownership duality”. 

As a result, JPSC would be 
functioning as an information 
bureau concerning customers. 

Another responsibility which 
would be undertaken by JPSC 
involves total abidance by any 
terms or conditions from monet- 
ary authorities on money trans- 
fers, Mr. Shuqom explained. 

He. however, emphasised that 
banks would be competing in 
card issuance at their own risk 


and according to their own 
criteria, noting that JPSC would 
act as a platform for interbank 
services among its shareholders 
starting with Visa operations. 

The JPSC executive manager 
went on to outline various other 
services that Visa International 
could provide in Jordan such as 
the Visa ATM (automatic teller 
machine) network, the service of 
which spreads through 100,000 
windows around the world. 
Moreover, he said. Visa Interna- 
tional has updated its technolo- 
gical operations through a newly 
advanced system known as “point 
of sale” service which provides 
greater accuracy and control to 
all parties in a transaction. 

Mr. Shuqom expected a suc- 
cessful and smooth business for 
Visa in Jordan, but he refused to 
comment on reports that Arab 
Bank Ltd. was readying to also 
launch an ATM Visa service. 

"I know that the Arab Bank 
was accepted as a member in 
Visa, but J have no idea what 
their plans are or bow and when 
they will provide this service," he 
said. 

The JPSC executive manager 
expressed hope that tbe Arab 
Bank would join the consortium 
of Jordanian banks if it was con- 
templating a Visa service, but he 
readily noted the Arab Bank's 
“uniqueness” in preferring "to 
play alone". 



Saeed Shuqom 

Mr. Shuqom recalled that "o 
Dec. 16, 1991, “interthangin 
with Visa" was resumed and, as'i 
stands now. the situation is a 
follows: 

1. Computer software for t& 
banks is under customisation. 

2. Computer hardware needed 
by JPSC is expected by the end d 
this month. 

3. Testing and certificatior 
with Visa in London is to takt 
place in June. 

4. Full Visa services are tc 
begin in July. 

Mr. Shuqom highlighted the 
role of the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan in facilitating the procedures 
to relaunch Visa card services and 
he specifically, paid tribute to 
Visa International as it man- 
ifested its recognition of the 
strength of the Jordanian banking 
system and the economy as a 
whole by promoting Jordan in the 
Visa world again. 


IFC finds Asian and Latin 
stock mark els' g row i n g fast 


WASHINGTON (R) — Stock dence were behind the spectacu- 
maikets in Latin America and lar performance of exchanges in 
Asia are attracting large amounts Latin America, 
of capital, but those in the ex- "Much of the surge in Latin 
Soviet Bloc are still in a very early American equities markets and 
stage of development, the Inter- the other leading markets in 1991 
national Finance Corp (IFC) has was due to favourable foreign and 
said. domestic investor reaction to eco- 

During the first quarter of nomic reforms,” it said. 

1992, India was by far tbe fastest Meanwhile, eastern Europe 


agricultural produce and lives- 
tock and a far cry from full- 
fledged stock markets. 

The difficulties those states 
face in the road to establishing 
tbe pillars of a market economy 
are enormous, they said. 

"You can't imagine what it 
means just being able tofind 
someone who knows and under- 


India attacks poverty 
in new development plan 

NEW DELHI (R) — India is production, manufacturing and for spending — of 7.92 trillion 
dedaring war on poverty and trade while improving health care rupees ($304.6 billion) compared 
giving the private sector a larger and education. to 3.2 trillion rupees ($123.1 bil- 

economic role in a landmark five- "We are emphasising generation lion) in the seventh plan, Mr. 


1992, India was by far tbe fastest Meanwhile, eastern Europe someone who knows and under- 
growing stock exchange in the and the former Soviet republics stands tbe trading of a share... or 
world, with a 10* ncr cent are developing the rudiments of has the capability of analysing a 
growth. stock exchanges, but at a very company's outlook,” said Mr. 

Stock markets in countries such slow pace, said Daniel Adams , A dm as. 


year development plan, the plan's of employment. Our target is to Mukherjee said, 
chief architect has said. increase employment by three Eighth plan spending compris- 

“There is need for a direct per cent a year from about two es 3.42 trillion rupees ($131 .5 
confrontation with poverty,” Pra- per cent in tbe seventh plan.” he billion) from the public sector 
nab Mukherjee, deputy chairman said. and 4.5 trillion ($173 billion) 

of the planning commission who He said about 30 per cent of from the private sector, up from 
bolds tbe rank of a cabinet minis- India’s 850 million people were 1.8 trillion ($69.2 billion) and 1.4 
ter, told Reuters. living in poverty and this should trillion ($53.85 billion) respect 

The eighth five-year plan en- be cut to "negligible levels n by lively in the seventh plan, he said; 
ding March 1997, due to be the year 2000. He declined to be Agriculture will get 19 per cent 
approved by government leaders specific. of the financial resources to raise 

this month, will provide a bluep- Western economists: 'Spy the fotidgrain output to over 210 mil- 
rint for economic reforms laun- number now. living below , the tion tonnes a year by the end of 
ched since last July, economists poverty level in India is closer to the.eighth plan from under 180 
say. . . .40 per cent. . _ million now. 

The plan was due to have been India has 34 million people “It is possible to have a quan-. 


company's outlook," said Mr. 
Admas. 

IFC chief executive William 
Ryrie defended some unorthodox 
practices to push forward priva- 
tisation drives in the area, such as 
the issuing of government 
vouchers in Czechoslovakia giv- 
ing citizens participation on de- 
nationalised companies. 

“Everyone would recognise 
that if you what to be perfection- 
ist and try to privatise every 
major enterprise ... case by case 
and one by you may make h well 
into the next century,” he said. 


as India and Pakistan are “begin- director of the IFCTs Capital Mar- 
nmg to show their true poten- kets Department, 
tial,” an IFC official told a news In Russia, a stock exchange 
conference at which The agency’s opened in St. .Peteraburg with .30 
annual report was released. - listed firms and a market capi ta- 
ll razit, Chile, ; Mexico and; fixation of $115 million, whereas 
Hong King were the other best Poland’s newly opened exchange 
markets during the same period, finished tbe year with nine listed 
The IFC, toe private sector companies and a capitalisation of 
branch of the World Bank, said a . about $140 million. 

“virtuous circle” of privatisation. But IFC officials said many of 
sweeping economic reforms, ex- the exchanges emerging in toe 
panding business opportunities former Soviet republics are mere- 
and a renewed investor confi- ly commodities exchanges for 


India’s 850 million people were 
living in poverty and this should 
be cat to "negligible levels " by 
the year 2000. He declined to be 


1.8 trillion ($69.2 billion) and 1.4 
trillion ($53.85 billion) respect 
lively in the seventh plan, he said; 

Agriculture will get 19 per cent 
of the financial resources to raise 


The plan was due to have been 
launched in April 1990 to replace 
the 1985-1990 plan but was de- 


Western economists: 'Spy the fotidgrain output to over 210 mil- 
number now. living below , the tion tonnes a year by the end of 
poverty level in India is closer to the.eighth plan from under 180 
.40 per cent. . _ million now. 

India has 34 million people “It is possible to have a quan-. 
currently unemployed and 66 mil- turn jump in foodgrain produce 
tion more will join the workforce tion. To my mind it is modest, not 


layed by three changes of govern- by the year 2000, Mr. Mukherjee 
meats since 1989. said. This means about 100 mil- said. 

India had to get by on two tion new jobs must be created, 
one-year plans until Prime Minis- “We shall have to generate 10 


tion. To my mind it is modest, not 
too ambitious," Mr. Mukherjee- 


Nigerian IMF plan under fire 


India had to get by on two tion new jobs must be created. He said a major differenced 
one-year plans until Prime Minis- “We shall have to generate 10 in the eighth plan was that public 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao's minor- million new jobs each year in the sector investment will amount to*- 
ity government took power last eighth and ninth plans to achieve about 43 per cent of tbe resource^ 
June. near full employment by the turn for investment compared to ove£ 

M. Dam /A.A.A. " k. i ir - ... . 


LAGOS (R) — A leading Nige- 
rian industrialist has added his 
voice to growing criticism of toe 
country’s biting IMF-backed eco- 
nomic reform programme. 

“A structural adjustment prog- 
ramme (SAP) that does not en- 
courage production is no good to 


ago. about 19.20 at authorised 

The economy showed signs of Bureaux de Change and the black 
recovery during SAFs early years market. The U.S. currency 
with gross domestic product traded weaker than the naira in 
(GDP) growth reaching 8.1 per 1985. 


Mr. Rao immediately of the century,” he said. half in the past, > 

embarked on reforms to unshack- To achieve this, gross domestic This shift from the public to' 
le India from four decades of product (GDP) must grow 5.2 per private sector was in tine with tbe* 
rigid socialist control, including cent a year in the eighth plan economic reform programme and£ 
abolishing most industrial- li- against 5.6 per cent in the seventh would free more public fends for; 
cences. plan. social programmes, be said. '» 

He also named Mr. Mulcher- India’s GDP grew 2.5 per cent ' 

jee. a former finance minister, to in 1991/92. Growth is officially 
draw up toe blueprint for the forecast at around 4.0 per cent 
eighth plan to prepare India’s this year. 


cent in 1990 compared to a de- 
cline of 2.1 per cent in 1986. 
The trend reversed and GDP 


anyone,” Uzor Okeke, acting growth was down to 4.3 per cent 
(Erector-general of the Manufae- last year. Economists say it may 


turers Association of Nigeria told 
Renters. 

Many prominent Nigerians, in- 
cluding church leaders, human 
rights activists and politicians, 
have called for the scrapping of 
toe programme — popularly 
known by its acronym SAP. 

Critics blame toe austere prog- 
ramme for humbling sub-Saharan 
Africa’s biggest economy and 


fell again this year. 

Mr. Okeke said producers sup- 
ported reform in principle but the 
Nigerian programme was faulty 
in orientation and implementa- 
tion. 

“We have focused on demand 
management which has empha- 
sised restructuring of monetary 
and fiscal policies.” he said. 

But even this had been poorly 


Manufacturers complain that 
rising cost of hard currency in an 
import-dependent economy has 
raised production costs, increased 
interest rates to unaffordable 
levels and eroded consumer de- 
mand for their products. 

Labour leaden say a fuel crisis 
that caused commuter riots in 
Nigerian cities last week is a 
direct result of the refwm, generally 
praised by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


half in the past. ■' 

This shift from the public to' 


social programmes, be said. 


entry into the 21st century. 

Mr. Mukherjee said toe eighth 


The eighth plan will be fi- 
nanced by “total investible re- 


plan would focus on generating sources” — total public and pri- 
employment. increasing food vate sector investments available 


CAR FOR SALE 

Chevi-Van-GMC. 1987 model, customs duty unpaid. 

Interested call (642187) 
from 3-5 p.m. only 


SWIM WEAR 


FROM ENGLAND 
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bringing untold hardship for implemented with government 
Nigeria’s 88.5 million people overspending fuelling inflation, 
since its launch m 1986. leading to destabilising measures 

“In Nigeria SAP has tended to by the central bank to mop up 
favour banks and traders,” Mr. excess cash, he added. 


Okeke said. 


Public criticism of SAP has 


The government says the prog- grown since the state devalued 
ramme is essential medicine for a toe naira to 18 to toe dollar from 


debt-burdened country whose 10.56 in March. 

foreign exchange earnings from Tbe dollar now sells for 18.55 

oil is now half its level a decade naira on toe official market and 


Cinema 


Tel : 634144 


Back To The Future 11 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15. 830, 10:30 p.m. 



Cinema 

Tel: 625155X 


■ i ^n^m n 


WELCOME TO 


X Shows: 3 JO. 6:30, 8:30, 1030 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for Summer School 

English native speakers (preferably graduates) to teach 
children and adults. 

For further information please call 
Tel. No. 680726, between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. 


Adnan Abdel Hadi Est. 

is pleased to announce the arrival of the latest IBM 
software 

(Games, Accounting, DBase) 

Best prices in town 

New programme to double the capacity of any hard 
disk. 

For more information please call: 

606330 


ADVERTISEMENT 

The American Embassy, Amman, Jordan, is solicitat- 
ing for requests for quotation for the maintenance 
and services of Embassy’s elevators, diesel gener- 
ators. fire pump diesel engine and air conditioners, 
chillers and cooling towers. 

The contractor shall furnish managerial, administra- 
tive and direct labor personnel to accomplish ali 
work as required in the request for quotation. 
Interested local companies are fondly re- 
quested to call telephone 644723 on Tuesday 
May 12, 1992 for obtaining copies of tender 
documents. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Citroen-Prestige, full automatic, 1985 model, pis- 
tachio green, FM-AM stereo cassette, air- 
conditioned. (Duty unpaid). 

For information, please call tel.: 603836 


Brand-new Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

First floor of 220 sq. m. in a private building located in the 
best residential area, between the 5th and 4th Circles, 147 
Zahran Road - Jab a) Amman. 

Consisting of: Large salon, 2 double bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, 3 balconies, laundry-room with fully automatic 
W.M., fully equipped kitchen with fridge & deep-freezer, 
colour T.V., video, telephone and car-park. 

If interested please call: 

Tel. No. 671509 &/or 678617 


ATLAS TRAVEL & TOURIST AGENCY 


Cairo & Alexandria 
Starting May 20 



Summer tours starting May 17 
For 8 days — 7 nights 



Atlas Tours Tel. 624262 
637586 

IFaoc 610198 - P.O.Box 7131 Amman 
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Azeris say strategic Karabakh 


town retaken from Armenians 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (R) — Azer- 
baijan said it recaptured the town 
of Shusha in disputed Nagorno- 
Karabakh Sunday but Armenia 
insisted its fighters still held the 
vital centre. 

Azad lsa-Zade, deputy head of 
the Azeri Defence Ministry's with 
the help of military helicopters.'* 

But Armenian security official 
Levon Dokhikian told Reuters 
from the republic's capital Yere- 
van: “Shusha is under the com- 
plete control of the self-defence 
units of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
There can be no question of the 
Azeris taking it back.’* 

Armenian irregulars seized 
Shusha, the last Azerbaijani 
stronghold in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, Saturday after a day 
of fierce fighting between rival 
forces using tanks and artillery. 

The battle for the town could 
swing the whole course of a four- 
year conflict over the territory, 
which is populated mainly by 
ethnic Armenians but surrounded 
and ruled by Azerbaijan. 

More than 1,500 people have 
been killed in this, the bloodiest 
of the many ethnic conflicts in- 
herited from the Soviet Union By 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS). 

Mr. huF-Zade said Azeri forces 
pushed out of Shusha by the 
advancing Armenians Saturday 
regrouped and recaptured the 
town overnight. 

“Battles are continuing on the 
outskirts of the town. The Arme- 
nians are trying to regain it,'* he 
said, adding that there were many 


casualties. 

Azeri reports spoke of a strong 
counter-offensive against Arme- 
nian forces in several other areas. 

The Popular Front, the coun- 
try’s largest political grouping, 
said Azeri forces had captured 
the town of Askcran in eastern 
Nagorno-Karabakh and were 
attacking nearby Nakhicfaevanik. 

Azermform News Agency said 
three villages, Akbulag, Takhvaz 
and Arabzarnin, had been "liber- 
ated'* from the Armenians. 

But Mr. lsa-Zade also .said 
Armenian forces were massing on 
the Azeri border near the town of 
Lachin and had bombarded the 
town with rockets and artillery 
shells for the last two days. 

“The situation in Lachin is now 
very serious,'* he said. • 

Azerbaijan has accused the 
Armenians of trying to punch 
open a corridor through Lachin 
to link Armenia proper with 
Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenia de- 
nies this. 

Mr. Isa-Zade said helicopters 
attacked the airport at Khojaly, 
which Armenia captured in 
February, and destroyed two air- 
craft, probably YAK-40 small 
passenger planes. They also 
bombed and destroyed a petrol 
storage depot in Askeran. 

the Armenians were now re- 
taliating by rocketing and shelling 
Agdam, just outside Nagorno- 
Karabakh. be said. 

Dokhikian reported sporadic 
shooting and shelling in several 
areas and said Azeri forces shot 
down an Armenian plane flying 



A wonnded Armenian fighter bring led away from the fighting ba the 
disputed enclave of Ab^onto-Kanilwldi 


from the regional capital Stepa- 
nakert to Yerevan Saturday. 

But he said the pilot landed the 
plane safely on Armenian terri- 
tory and there was no casualties. 

An Armenian official, quoted 
by ITAR-TASS News Agency, 
said about 35 Armenians had 
been killed and 80 wounded since 
Thursday in incessant Azeri 
bombing and rocket fire on Ste- 
panakert. 

The Azeri News Agency Turan 
said acting President Yagub 
Mamedov met opposition leaders 
overnight and agreed unspecified 
measures'’ to halt the military 
aggression against Azerbaijan.” 

Mass demonstrations had been 
banned in the capital Baku and 


presidential elections scheduled 
for June 7 may be postponed 
because of the crisis, it said. 

TASS said Azerbaijan's 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, Hasan Hasan ov, conde- 
mned the Armenian offensive 
against Shusha in a letter to the 
Security Council as “a clear viola- 
tion of the sovereignty of Azer- 
baijan and its territorial integrity 
and a most serious threat to 


peace. 

Meanwhile Turkey, carving out 
a voice for itself in the politics of 
the former Soviet Muslim repub- 
lics, has urged the U.N. Security 
Council to take urgent measures 
to stop fighting between Azeris 
and Armenians. 


Thousands rally, wait for 


Thai government response 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thousands 
of people continued round-the- 
clock rallies Sunday, demanding 
a pledge from Prime Minister 
Suchinoa Krapiayoon to support 
constitutional reforms that would 
result in his ouster. 

Pro-democracy leader Cfaam- 
long Srimuang said the leaden of 
the mass protests, which went 
into a seventh day, decided not to 
disband them unless Gen. 
Suchinda made the pledge on 
national television. 

The governing coalition and 
the opposition parties agreed in 
principle Saturday to seek the 
constitutional amendments, 
which include requiring the prime 
minister to be an elected lawmak- 
er and curtailing the powers of 
the military-appointed Senate. 

“It is a victory for democracy. 
Suchinda has to resign, certain- 
ly,*’ Mr. Chamlong said late 
Saturday night. 

Mr. Chamlong said Gen. 
Suchinda must agree that the 
amendments would be drafted by 
June 15 for submission to parlia- 
ment. 


Gen. Suchinda, a former army 
chief who toppled an elected gov- 
ernment in a 1991 ooup, was 
chosen prime minister by the 
coalition of five pro-miiitaiy par- 
ties after parliamentary elections 
in March. He did not run in the 
election. 


The protesters, bolding small 
paper Thai flags, were on the 
half-kilometre stretch from the 
Democracy Monument to a 
bridge where police barricaded 
the approach to parliament. 

Tens of thousands rallied 
Saturday and thousands stayed 
overnight, defying security 
forces’ orders to go home. 


Mr. Chamlong rode up and 
down the street sitting atop a van, 
waving to the cheering crowd and 
he went to the police barbed-wire 
barricades, which he called “the 
Berlin Wall.” 

In a generally relaxed atmos- 
phere, the protesters threw plas- 
tic bottles of water to rows of 
thirsty policemen sitting behind 
the barricades under a scorching 
summer sun. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Drought could kill 3 million in Mozambique 


MAPUTO (R) — Mozambique estimates up to three million oF its 
people could starve to deaih in the worst drought southern Africa 
has seen this century. The government, in collaboration with 
United Nations agencies, plans to ask the world this week for 
urgent assistance for the tormented nation of 15 million people. 
“The current southern African drought is threatening Mozambi- 
que with the worst disaster in living memory, putting the lives of 
millions of Mozambicans at risk." says a draft of the appeal 
obtained by Reuters. The United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation <FAO) said in Rome Thursday that 17.2 million 
Africans would need foreign help to survive the year, mostly 
because of drought, but also because of war. 


U.K. shopping centre hit by firebombs 


LONDON (R) — Six firebombs exploded early Sunday in one of 
Europe's largest shopping centres at Gateshead, 400 kilometres 
north of London, police said. They said the fires caused little 
damage to stores at the Metro Centre and no one was hurt. Three 
further devices had been found and defused by bomb disposal 
experts. Police were continuing to search the premises. Police had 
evacuated the centre when two firebombs were discovered 
Saturday. No warnings were given and police were unable to say 
when the devices were planted or who was responsible. The 
incendiaries, which contained timing devices, were said to be 
similar to fire bombs planted in shopping centres in central 
England in December. 


Sikh militants kill Delhi official 


NEW DELHI (R) — Suspected Sikh militants shot dead a senior 
government official on his daughter's wedding day Sunday, police 
said. Two men entered the south Delhi home to D.S. Tyagi, 
chairman of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices, 
shot him and escaped on a scooter. He died in hospital. Police 
said Sunday’s attack would have been carried out by Sikhs 
fighting for a homeland in the northern state of Punjab. Sikh 
militants have in the past set off bombs and gunned down people 
in the Indian Capital. Last month, police shot dead two Sikhs in 
south Delhi after a chase. More than 15,000 people have been 
killed in the decade-long separatist campaign in Punjab. 


Indonesia kicks off election campaign 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia’s political parties Sunday launched 
their campaign to capture the hearts of nearly 100 million voters 
in an election described variously as a festival for democracy and a 
waste of time. The result of the June 9 election in South East 
Asia’s largest country is a foregone conclusion — another 
sweeping victory by President Suharto's Golkar Party which took 
73 per cent of the vote in the 1987 election. “I’m sorry to sound so 
cynical. It's a non-event,” said one senior diplomat. The govern- 
ment calls it a festival of democracy but one opposition potitkian 
who declined to be named said it was “a waste of time and 
money.'* 


20 rural states are next on 


U.S. primary trail 


CHARLESTON, West Virginia 
(R) — With the U.S. presidential 
candidates virtually decided, in- 
terest in Tuesday’s primary elec- 
tions will centre on local races in 
West Virginia and the possible 
candidacy of maverick Ross Perot 
in Nebraska. 

President George Bush has 
nailed down the Republican Par- 
ty's presidential bid and Arkansas 
governor Bill Clinton seemed to 
have the Democratic nomination 
sewn up after resounding victor- 
ies in primaries Thursday. 

Mr. Clinton is expected to win 
West Virginia's primary as well as 
the strongly Democratic state's 
votes if he faces Mr. Bush In the 
November election. 

Voting for 31 Democratic and 
18 Republican delegates on Tues- 
day is generating less enthusiasm 
than the Democratic primary for 
state governor. 

Polls have shown state Senator 
Charlotte Pritt, the first woman 
in 60 years to run for the office, 
edging closer to incumbent Gas- 


ton Caperton. 

In Nebraska, a farm state with 
the country's lowest unemploy- 
ment rate of 2.6 per cent, the fate 
of the 25 Democratic and 24 
Republican delegates Tuesday is 
likely to generate little con- 
troversy. 

A poll published in the Omaha 
World Herald showed Mr. Clin- 
ton with 51 per cent of the vote to 
16 per cent for former Mas- 
sachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas, 
who suspended his campaign in 
March. Former California Gov- 
ernor Jerry Brown was in third 
place with 13 per cent. 

In the Republican primary, it 
showed Mr. Bush would defeat 
conservative challenger Pat 
Buchanan by 78 percent to 13 per 
cent with nine per cent unde- 
cided. 

A petition drive to place Mr. 
Perot, a Texas billionaire 
weighing running for president as 
an independent, on the Novem- 
ber ballot could also lower turn- 


out. 


20 rebels, 3 police die 
in Peru prison battle 


LIMA (R) — Nearly 500 Maoist 
rebel prisoners faded up in a cell- 
block have surrendered after four 
days of fighting that killed 20 
guerrillas and three policemen and 
injured 40, Peruvian police said 
Sunday. 

An elite police squad took over 
the celiblock Saturday night after 
an eight-hour attack in which 
they sprayed continuous automa- 
tic weapons fire, threw stun gre- 
nades and used explosives to blast 
away rebel barricades. 

The guerrillas, spread over 
four floors, had responded with 
automatic weapons and home- 
made bombs. 

But at nightfall Saturday the 
rebels, hands behind their heads 
and led by a guerrilla waving a 
white flag, began abandoning the 


celiblock. 

The guerrillas of the Shining 
Path Movement took over the 
block Wednesday after police had 
moved into the maximum-secur- 
ity Canto Grande Prison to try to 
transfer 120 women inmates. 

Guerrillas had been holding at 
least four of their dead comrades 
and some 15 wounded in the 
celiblock since battles began 
Wednesday, police sources said. 

President Alberto Fujimori has 
vowed to stamp out the 12-year- 
old insurgency by 1995. He dis- 
solved Congress and closed the 
courts on April 5, saying they had 
blocked his attempts to fight the 
guerrillas and the drug trade. 

On Monday last week he 
■announced tough prison sent- 
ences for guenilks. 


Philippine 

election 


campaign 
ends in 


blood 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
presidential election campaign 
climaxed bloodily at the 
weekend, with 17 policemen kil- 
led in a guerrilla ambush and 
seven others by twin bomb 
attacks on election rallies. 

President Corazon Aquino, in 
a message to the nation before 
Monday’s elections, urged Filipi- 
nos to remain calm and patient to 
ensure clean, orderly and peace- 
ful polls. 

Former defence chief Fidel 
Ramos, one of seven candidates 
battling to succeed Mrs. Aquino, 
flew to the southern island of 
Mindanao Sunday to console 
supporters after seven died and 
54 were wounded at two of his 
party's rallies Saturday. 

In the northern Philippines, 
Communist guerrillas set a mine 
to blow up a truck carrying 
policemen for election duty in the 
Cagayan Valley town of Enrile. 
Police said 17 were killed and 
seven wounded in Sunday's 
attack. 


The attacks took the death toll 
in the run-up to Monday’s biggest 
elections in the Philippines to 56. 

“I ask you all to be always 
calm, vigilant and patient,'* Mrs. 
Aquino said. “Let us unite and 
do our best to ensure that demo- 
cracy will again triumph in the 
elections.” 

Thirty-two million people are 
expected to vote in the first free 
presidential elections in the over- 
whelmingly Roman Catholic 
country since 1969. 

The polls, to select a new legisl- 
atured and 17,000 local officials 
as well as a new presidential, 
could decide whether the nation 
slips back into dictatorship or 
starts to match the economic suc- 
cess of its South East Asian 
neighbours. 

The election and the almost 
stmulatenous withdrawal of the 
last U.S. forces from the Philip- 
pines offer the struggling country 
of 62 million people a new start 
after being drained by two de- 
cades of plunder and economic 
drift. 

A gruelling 90-day campaign hs 
revolved around the issue of who 
can provide firm but democratic 
leadership to a country weary of 
the corruption of late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos and foe in de- 
cisiveness of Mrs. Aquino's gov- 
ernment, which has railed to pro- 
vide basic services. 

In a field of seven contenders, 
including Mr. Marcos’s flam- 
boyant widow Imelda Marcos 
who is trying to vindicate the 
family name, the country’s big- 
gest election could also be the 
most closely-fought. 

It will take several days before 
the result becomes dear. 

Political analysts who believe 
that elections in the Philippines 
are won as much by party appar- 
atus as personalities say speaker 
of congress Ramon Mitra, who 
heads the biggest party, could 
emerge triumphant. 

But Max So liven, publisher of 
the pro-Aquino Philippine star, 
said in a front-page editorial the 
choice now boiled down to ex- 
defence chief Ramos against for- 
mer Marcos “king crony” and 
business tycoon Eduardo “dand- 
ing” Cojuangca. 

With Mrs. Aquino backing 
Gen. Ramos, the election 
amounts to a virtual rematch be- 
tween the Aquino and Marcos 
camps of the 1986 “people pow- 
er" revolt that sent the dictator 
into exile. 


Bosnia seeks U.N. help 


as fighting continues 


SARAJEVO. Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na — Bosnia's president appealed 
for United Nations intervention 
Sunday, as fierce explosions and 
mortar fire shook the capital of 
the strife-tom state. 

The overnight fighting 
throughout Sarajevo left many 
buildings in flames. There were 
reports of dead and wounded, 
“but they cannot be reached or 
given help” because of the heavy 
shelling, Sarajevo Radio re- 
ported. 

Sarajevo’s international air- 
port, the TV building, a shopping 
arcade, the former Olympic vil- 
lage, the main dairy and a tobac- 
co fectory were targeted “by all 
kinds of weapons, including 
bazookas,” the radio said. 

At least two people were re- 
ported killed in the suburb of 
Pofarid and 10 were injured in 
the Rajlovac district, reports 
said, adding the figures were in- 
complete. 

At least 600 people have been 
killed in Bosnia since ethnic 
Croats and Muslims declared in- 
dependence in February and 
clashes with mirjrity Serbs and 
the Serb-dominated federal army 
opposed to secession from 
Yugoslavia. 

No precise overall death toll 
was available, but up to 80 people 
were killed in the fighting Friday, 
and Saturday, according to va- 
rious government and media re- 
ports. 

‘ Shooting in Sarajevo bad 
abated by early morning, but 
sporadic small arms fire could still 
be heard. 

A Federal Air Force MiG 29 
zoomed low over the western part 
of the town, sending people scur- 
rying for cover. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Community evacuated about 200 
children from the centre of 
Sarajevo. 

In a letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, Bosnia's 
Muslim President Alija Izetbego- 
vic appealed for “a limited 
(U.N.) operation to lift road and 
rail blockades, control bridges 
and get Sarajevo airport open.” 
Sarajevo Radio said. 

He particularly urged the Un- 
ited Nations to take part in efforts 
to open Sarajevo airport, the 
scene of the heaviest overnight 
fighting.'. The strategic airport is 
currently held by Serb-led forces. 

Federal Air Force jets Satur- 
day rocketed a bridge and other 
targets in the Croatian-Bosnian 
border area, killing and injuring 
people and inflicting unspecified 
damage, local officials reported. 

The upsurge in fighting 
throughout Bosnia followed Fri- 
day’s purge of 40 senior Com- 
munist officers, including acting 
Defence Minister Blagoje Adzic, 


from the Serb-led federal army. 

Bosnia has applied for U.N. 
membership, Hajrudin Somun, a 
Bosnian presidential adviser, told 
reporters in Sarajevo Saturday. 

In Helsinki, Finland, the Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe discussed Yugos- 
lavia, butRusria rejected sugges- 
tions that the Belgrade govern- 
ment be suspended or prevented 
from participating in discussions 
about its former republics. 

“It is wrong to posh any nation 
into tire corner,” said Evgeni 
Gusarov, head of the Russian 
delegation. 

In Bosnia, the Muslim-Croat 
Territorial Defence Force Satur- 
day ordered all armed citizens in 
the republic to join it or surren- 
der their weapons, Sarajevo 
Radio reported. The radio said 
tire deadline was Monday, and 
private apartments throughout 
the state would be searched to 
check tor compliance. 

Authorities in Sarajevo's Serb- 
hekl suburb of Ilidza also called 
for a general mobilisation of all 
able-bodied men for their fight 
against the Bosnian Territorial 
Defence Force, the Belgrade- 
based Tanjug News Agency re- 
ported. 

Fighting raged overnight in 
Ncum, on the Bosnian Adriatic 
coast, in nearby Mostar, in north- 
ern regions bordering Croatia 
and eastern zones bordering Ser- 
bia and Montenegro. 

The Tanjug News Agency said 
several houses in Mostar were 
ablaze or destroyed and that tele- 
phone links were severed. Mas- 
tar's dead were being buried In 
city parks. 

People could not approach 
cemeteries because of artillery 
and sniper fire in the city, where 
Croatian radio claimed 90 per 
cent of buildings were damaged. 

Mostar was once a popular 
tourist spot famed for its 16th- 
century bridge, old buildings and 
a spectacular mountain setting. 

Fighting was also reported in 
Gorazde, near the border with 
Montenegro, which remains 
joined with Serbia in the smaller 
Yugoslavia. Hie. town of some 

18.000 people — two-third Mus- 
lims — currently hosts about 

20.000 Muslim refugees who have 
fled a Serbian onslaught on 
neighbouring cities and villages. 

Belgrade TV that there were 
dead mid wounded among both 
Serbian fighters and Muslim de- 
fenders in Gorazde, but could not 
specify casualties. 

In Zagreb, U.N. special envoy 
Marrack Goulding said Sunday, 
“It is not easy in the present 
circumstances to define a work- 
able mandate for a U.N. 


peacekeeping operation in 
Bosnia-Hcrzegovina." 


U.N. adopts final text 
on global warming treaty 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Ten days of difficult negotiations 
over a U.N. treaty to curb global 
warming ended Saturday with an 
agreement welcomed by diplo- 
mats, but criticised by environ- 
mentalists for not limiting green- 
house gas emissions. 

Negotiators approved the 
agreement at 6:12 p.m. (2 012 
GMT), said Charles Dickson, 
spokesman for the team of U.N. 
negotiators that agreed on the 
text. 

Approval of the textclears the 
way for it to be signed in June in 
RioDe Janeiro at the U.N. Earth 
Summit, which 160 nations and 
60 heads of state are expected to 
attend. 

The sealing of the agreement 
virtually assures that President 
George Bush will attend the sum- 
mit, officials in Washington said 


Saturday. Although it has not 
been officially decided, Mr. Bush 
is likely to announce the decision 
to go Tuesday, said one U.S. 
'official. 

Mr. Bush had held out on 
committing to attend as a form of 
leverage to get the other coun- 
tries to move towards the U.S 
position. 

The Bush administration de- 
fended itself earlier Saturday 
against charges it watered down 
the U.N. accord on global warm- 
ing, saying the treaty is a consen- 
sus incorporating many different 
viewpoints. 

“This is not the convention the 
United States even two weeks 
ago would have wanted,” Robert 
A. Reinstein, the chief U.S. 
negotiator, said at a press briefing 
Saturday. “We made some com- 
promises.” 


Volunteers collect food, clean riot-damaged Los Angeles areas 


LOS ANGELES (Agnecies) — 
About 3,500 U.S. Army and 
Marine Corps troops were sent 
home Saturday but 10,000 
National Guardsmen will remain 
on the riot-tom streets indefinite- 
ly, Gov. Pete Wilson said. 

“I’m speaking for a lot of 
people in telling you they’re very 
grateful for the job you’ve done,” 
Mr. Wilson told some of the 
troops gathered at the Armed 
Forces Reserve Centre in Los 
Alamitos. 

Meanwhile, blacks, whites and 
Hispanics joined together to 
clean up battered Los Angeles 
neighbourhoods and help the 
needy as the city struggled to 
recover from devastating riots. 

Cardinal Roger Mahony met 
with about 30 blacks and Korean- 
Americans at a church in south 
central Los Angeles — the fourth 
meeting since December set up 
by the city archdiocese to help 
ease ethnic tensions, 

“Putting back the buildings is 
the easy part,” Cardinal Mahony 
said. “Understanding and recog- 
nising racism and discrimination 
is really our greatest challenge,” 

In Washington, the head of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured Peo- 
ple criticised tile Bush adminis- 


tration’s response to the riots. 
“We have a president who does 
not seem to know which way to 
turn,” Benjamin L. Hooks told 
graduates at Howard University. 

Mr. Wilson announced that the 
streets of Los Angeles had 

calmed. enough to warrant remov- 
al of the federal troops. 

“We feel the presence of 

10.000 National Guard troops is 
enough to ensure safety,” added 
National Guard Col. Roger 
Goodrich. 

Col. Goodrich also said com- 
mand of the National Guard, 
which the federal government 
had held, was returned to the 
state. 

Col. Goodrich said the 1,500 
Marines dispatched back to 
Camp Pendleton earlier Saturday 
would remain on alert. He said 

2.000 army troops were sent back to 
Fort Ord, and he was not aware 
of any plans to leave them on 
alert status. 

In one badly damaged area of 
south central Los Angeles, 
blacks, whites and Hispanics 
helped the Brotherhood Crusade 
and Mothers in Action to serve 
hot meals and distribute groceries 
and clothing. 

“It’s a nice way to bring every- 
thing back together,” said Teresa 


Diaz, a mother of two who stood 
in line for groceries. “When they 
started burning everywhere it was 
like hell. Everybody thought they 
were going to die, so it’s a lot 
better now. But it will take a lot 
of time to fix the stores up 
again.” 

Fifty-three people died in the 
violence, 2,383 were injured and 
more than 16,000 arrested in riots 
prompted by the acquittal of four 
white police officers charged in 
the beating of black motorist 
Rodney King. 

Looting and arson, which re- 
sulted in thousands of fires, con- 
tributed to some $785 million 
damages. 

In other efforts around the 
country, Korean- American mer- 
chants and churches in New York 
and northern New Jersey col- 
lected about $20,000 for Korea n- 
Americans who lost businesses in 
Los Angeles. 

Los Angeles Saturday got 
down to counting the long term 
costs of the unrest. 

In addition to property damage 
estimated at between SI billion 
and S3 trillion and the loss of 
40,000 jobs, officials said there 
were hidden economic losses that 
would likely affect the area for 
years to come. 


President Bush during a visit to 
the city Friday was jeered by 
angry residents shouting “Bush, 
Bush, a day late, a dollar short. ” 
One of the city’s hardest hit 
industries is likely to be tourism, 
which faces a S2 billion loss in the 
next 12 months alone, said 
Michael Collins, a spokesman for 
the Los Angeles Convention and 
Visitors Bureau- 
“It’s very difficult to find 
travellers seeking a destination 
characterised by aimed soldiers 
in the street. That’s a feet of life,” 
be said. 

Already, he added, hotels and 
related services were showing a 
75 per cent loss in revenues as 
people cancelled reservations to 
take vacations elsewhere. 

Two of the area's most popular 
attractions, Disneyland and the 
Universal Studios tour, had far 
fewer visitors than normal. One 
boon for the few tourists who did 
venture there was that there were 


decreased business profits. 

In addition, thousands of busi- 
ness owners are due a tax rebate 
due to their financial losses. 

Los Angeles cannot pay its 
policemen the S10 million they 
are owed in overtime accrued in 
combatting the riots and has 
asked them to take rime off in 
lieu later in the year. 


Officials say this could create a 
manpower crisis in the 8.000- 
officer force. 

Meanwhile, police are un- 
covering cases of business owners 
taking advantage of the rash of 
arson fires that accompanied the 
riots, by burning down their own 
buildings in order to claim the 
insurance. 


no queues. 

A wait of up to an hour is 
common for toe rides at Disney- 
land and Universal. 

Municipal services such as gar- 
bage collection and even the 
policing of the troubled city are 
also likely to suffer as tax re- 
venues fell due to job losses and 


Two business owners in the 
suburb of Long Beach were being 
held in jail Saturday after being 
arrested for allegedly burning 
down their own stores. 

Robert Caldon, a spokesman 
for the Long Beach Fire Depart- 
ment, said he and his colleagues 
had joked at toe. beginning of 
riots that “if you had a bad 
business, now is the time to bum 
it down.” 

“Then it happened. They saw a 
way out. They thought (bey could 
get away with it,” be added. 



Ireland wins ; 
Eurovision Song 
Contest 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — The Ir- 
ish singer and composer Johnny 
Logan became historical Satur- 
day as his ballad Why Me, sung 
by Linda Martin won this - year's 
Eurovision Song Contest in Mal- 
mo, Sweden. A happy Logan, 
who won the contest in 1980 with 
What's Another Year and in 1987 
with Hold Me Now embraced 
Ms. Martin after the victory was 
announced at midnight. The con- 
test, watched by some 800 million 
TV-viewers in 44 countries all 
over toe world, comprised a re- 
cord of 23 nations and offered a 
wide range of music from 
France's Jamaica-inspired Reg- 
gae melody to Austria’s soft bal- 
lad. The Irish winner, a tradition- 
al ballad, received a total of 155 
points while England's Michael 
Ball with One Step Out Of Time 
ended up second with 139. Mal- 
ta's Mary Spiteri was third with 
123 points and Italy's Mia Martini 
was fourth with 111. The red- 
haired Ms. Martin, wearing a 
grey dress which left the left 
shoulder bare, said she was 
“absolutely thrilled” over her vic- 
tory. “I didn’t expea this. I 
hoped l would win, bat it's always 
hard to tell,” she said. Ireland 
emerged as a favourite to toe 
victory early in' the voting along 
with England, Malta and Italy, 
receiving maximum points from 
three of the juries. Hosting 
Sweden's ballad Tomorrow Is 
Another Day sung by Oirister 
Bjorkman ended up second-to- 
last with 9 points while Finland's 
Pave and the song Yamma Yanj- 
ma captured the bottom position 
with 4 points. 


Police in art theft 
probe after seizing 
stolen Magritte 


LONDON (AP) — Police said 
they were investigating an ait 
theft after they seized a stolen 
Magritte painting at a leading 
London auction house. The oil- 
ob-canvas Decal Comame -was 
stolen in Belgium in 1979, a' 
Scotland Yard spokeswoman 
said. The surrealist work, 
measuring 32 indies by 40 inches 
(80 centimetres by 100 cen- 
timetres), is valued at S3 million, 
said the spokeswoman, who was 
not identified. She could not say 
where it had been stolen from. 
Police seized the painting at 
Sotheby's London showrooms, 
she said. It shows the silhouette 
of a man wearing a bowler hat 
and a pair of curtains with a 
bowler hat shape cut into them. 
Belgian Rene Magritte, who died 
in 1967 at age 69, was one of the 
leading surrealist painters. His 
works often juxtapose realistic 
images in a deceptively simple, , 
ironic style. 
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New York to keep ^ / -5 

curbside democracy * s 
alive 


NEW YORK (AP) — City Hall is 
keeping curbside democracy alive : . 
by ending the time-honoured : . 
tradition of free parking for fore- 
ign diplomats. With the backing 
of the State Department, the city . 
plans to begin enforcing parking 4' 
rules against consulates and U.N. 
missions whose tickets have been 
waived for years under diploma- 
tic immunity. Millions of dollars 
in revenues are at stake in a city ' 
struggling with budget shortfalls . - 

— a place where tow-truck oper- 
ators are as aggressive as drivers. 

“Given the pace at which demo- . 
oracy ^ is spreading around the . 
world, we thought it was time it; ... 
was applied to parking in New 
York City,” said Janette Sadik- - 
Khan, director of the mayor's 
Transportation Office. Washing- Xr ~ 
ton has appealed for diplomats to 
pay foeir tickets, but New York 
will be toe first to enforce normal 
parking laws on some diplomatic . 
vehicles. Between 1989 and 1991, 
the city’s 248 missions and consu- y. " 
“Jf* ^accumulated more than ‘*S h; 
->69,000 parking tickets and near- 
ly $8.4 million in fines, according . 
to records. One car at the Rus- 
sian mission was plastered with 
487 violations last year. The en- - 
tire fleet of 174 vehicles at the 
former Soviet mission and consu- 
late racked up 24,203 tickets last 
year worth about $750,000. The - 
ninner-up was Indonesia with • 

5334 tickets in 1991 for its 114 
cars. Even some tiny nations 
racked up impressive records: * 
Bahrain had 727 tickets last year, 

Guinea had 559. But the most 
prolific ticket-generator per vehi- 
cle was the Belarus mission, 
whose-10 cars received 2,066 tick- ' 

ets last year — or 17.2 tickets per 

car each month. Ukraine was '* - 
next with an 15.8-ticket average a 
month for its 13 cars. 







